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To 


HIS HIGHLY HONOURED TUTOR 


THE REV. WILLIAM STEADMAN, 


THE SUCCESSOR OF 


THE VENERABLE SUBJECT OF THESE MEMOIRS, 
| 
AND PRESIDENT OF THE BAPTIST SEMINARY, 


NEAR BRADFORD : 
AND TO THE. BAPTIQT at BRADFORD ; 
SMALL MEMORIAL 
‘OF THEIR REVERED FATHER IN CHRIST, 
PRESENTED 
WITH ALL POSSIBLE AFFECTION BY THEIR FRIEND 
. “AND SERVANT IN-CHRIST JESUS, 


THE AUTHOR. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


In offering the following pages to the fnends 
of the late Mr. Crabtree, the author would beg 
their indulgence whilst he states a few particulars 
relative to the work : 

Early in the year 1806 he became acquainted 
with this venerable man, and felt no small interest 
in his society. On one visit to enquire after the | 
‘welfare of the good old man, amongst other sub- 
jects of conversation, he was pleased to express a 
wish that his MSS. might be put into my 
hands. This wish, however, was delayed in its 
r execution till a poneleeenan period after Mr. Crab- 
tree's decease, 
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panate account of him might be drawn up, which 
woyld be very acceptable to his surviving friends. 
I sdy “separate,” for an account of him had appeared 
soon after his-death, in the Baptist Magazine for 


1811, page.965,/drawan up by Mr. Steadman, which 


account, though excellent, yet was necessarily 
short, as the limits of a periodical publication 


deliberation on, this eubject, Mr. 
‘S,}was consulted, who encouraged the design, 
andl allowed the free use of his memoir of Mr. C. 
4m the Magazine. The reader will find that much 


novi presented to him ; and this liberty so readily, 
end [affectionately allowed to the author is here 


‘seknowledged with sincere thanks, 


detail ‘of ‘particulars in this 
dave been much extended, but it was thought 
desirable to suppress as muchas possible all irrel- 
ative matter. It has always appeared.to the writer 


ef that account is incorporated in the memoir 
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of some good men, that the Authors have indulged 
themselves in a freedom of observation and remark: 
to such a-degree, that the reader has almost lost sight 
of the subject of; the memoir, by his attention 


‘Some | been entertained, 
naw laid before:them.. such the Author would. 
_ Say, that as Mr. C. kept no regular diary, and. but, 
few distinct memorandums of what. passed.in his’ 
course through life, immediately relative.to him-! 
self, materials. were far from being abundant,’ It’ 
‘ig true many aceounts have been given the writer’ 
from the memory of his friends ; but however cor-_ | 
rectly such accounts may have been told as they, 

have been heard from others, yet it is dangerous 
to venture on reports.in a work which’ ought if 
possible in all particulars to be authentic. 


@ The, manner in which the-work is executed: 
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x INTRODUCTION. 


craves thereader's tenderness. ‘The‘Author cannot 
pretend to perfection in composition ; he has aim- 
ed at correctness of style, but fears after all that 


he has committed errors. Wherever suc! bain’ 


are found, he will gladly correct them when pointed 


out, and if another edition ‘should be called for 


will endeavour to expunge them. 


The principal aim of ‘the writer, -as‘far as he 


knows himself, is'to glorify his Lord and Master 
and to serve’his cause in the world. A debtor to 
divine grace alone, he rejoices in its dominion over 


himself, and thousands of the fallen chitdren of 


men} and if this little ménual should in ‘any, the 


smallest degree.call ‘the attention of men’to that 


Good ‘men of: every denomination who ‘bear 
the image of the Lord Jesus are his brethren, and. 


in his estimation “‘ the excellent.of the earth.’ To 
such, for indefatigable zeal, integrity of conduc 


Saviour, whom it is his mercy to flee to as a poor 
faction. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


firmness of attachment to evangelical truth, and 
persevering holiness, he would venture to propose 
the Father in Israel, whose name he would per- 
petuate as an honourable example. 


J, M. 


Shipley, August Ath, 1815. 
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REV. WILLIAM CRABTREE, 
ye. 


Tuis great anid good man, who was for up- Pee. 
wards of fifty years an ornament and a blessing ~~ 
to the Baptist denomination in the northern part 
of the kingdom, has left the following account 
of his early life, and of some circumstances 
which then befel him. ~ 

<* J was born of poor parents, in the township 
of Wadsworth, {in the parish of Halifax) De- 
cember 8d, 1720. Was left fatherless when 
eighteen months old ; and motherless at the age 
of eight years. Our mother brought us up by her — 
labour ; we fell to the parish, my father’s friends 
had pity upon as, took us to themselves, and 
put us out to be weavers of shalloons. When ! 


was about seventeen years of age, k became my 

own master. I was boarded in a wicked village, 

next door to hell itself; given to Sabbath-break- 
B 
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14 ‘HIS BIRTH AND CONVERSION. 


1720.ing, drunkenness, profane cursing and swearing. 
“~ I was linked in company with five or six young 
men who did all in their power to teach me all 
manner of wickedhess > to do which, I thought 
was very manly. I thought I was too young to 
learn, but through custom it became habitual. 
So much hddicted was I to'swearing, that scarce- 
ly knew when I did swear, My companions told 
“ me how they went on, that out of every piece- | 
weft, they stole so many hanks. I got so well ac- 
., & quainted with them at that time, that I foundthem 
aepmpany of rogues, I remonstrated againsttheir 
| practice ; but they laughed me to scorn: and at ‘ 
last they prevailed upon me to do so too :—and 
when the Lord opened my eyes, it was the sin of 
theft that lay nearest my heart. Wherever I went 
it haunted me. I happened to read that chapter 
concerning Zaccheus’s resolution to make resti- 
tution, if he had wronged any man. | This took | 
hold. of my conscience, so that I thought if I did 
not make restitation I could not be saved. But, 
alas! I had nothing to make restitution with. 
At last it came into my mind that there wasa 
man of property;,whom Lknew. I went and 
told him what f had done, and what my consci- 
ence dictated 19 me. | He asked me how much 
would do forme? I toldjhim about 10]. He 
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BIRTH AND CONVERSION. ID - 
jJent»tne the money,! and desired I would divide it 1720. 


into’ would ‘carry it to the ~~ 
persons! for. me. This was some relief to my 
tind. He did so, -and-they were much sur- 
‘prised and astonished, commending me for my 
/honesty, and told me they freely forgave me. I 
-sét cto work, and wrought night and day, till I 
-had got money to pay him with. But still T went 
on in my sinful course. My companions said, 
‘How long the money.thou hast paid would have 
‘fitted thee to spend There was at that timea 
party meeting, we went, and called for a pack.of 
«Lohad. tem or twelve: shillings ; we got 
drunk; and staid until two or three in thie morning. 
had only twopence lefts». thunderstruck 
for the money I had lost, Iran out till came 
into the fields, and then set up.a lamentable cry. 
got,‘home, and. as. 1. was’ set in’ my .looms, 
_moutniog-over what I bad Jost,. it came into my 


—otmhind,, Cand. make awow,?”’, I then remem- 
veered that I had. heard. of, a, man who had sold 
himself to the devil.» Ithought, that if made 


resolution I durst not get, drunk. Isat 
back in my looms, and vowed that if I got drunk 
_ in six months the devil.should have me. About 
that, tume,.Mr,,Grimshaw, of Haworth, came 


into the neighbourhood to preach. 1 was re- 
B 2 
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16 MR. GRIMSHAW’'S PREACHING, 


1720.quested to goand hear him. I thought I would not, 

“™ but this thought passed my mind :—“ Go, it can 
do thee no harm.” Sol went tohearhim. He 
was preaching about ‘“‘the Prodigal Son.”’ He 
‘made this observation, “that ons sin would 
damn a soul as well as a thousand.” It struck 
me to the heart. Then I thought my case de- 
plorable: I went after that to Haworth constant- 
ly to hear him,” 

It was Mr. Grimshaw’s constant practice, 
though a clergyman, to preach in private houses, 
in all the surrounding villages. In that depart- 
ment he was laborious to a very uncommon, and 
almost incredible degree, preaching sometimes 
(including the regular services on the Lord’s day) 

. upwards of twenty times, and seldom less than 
twelve times a week, He divided the country 
into districts, taking one regularly each week. 
His usual manner was, upon entering the house, 
after having with up-lifted hands pronounced a_ 
blessing upon the peuple assembled, to fall down 
upon his knees, and pray with great fervency, 
and then preach with a plainness and pungency 
peculiarly adapted to his auditory, for a conveni- 
ent space of time ; and thus having dismissed his 
congregation, to hasten without delay to the 
next village, or to another house in a distant part 
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Such a man may be expected to be an exten- 
sive and lasting blessing. He may indeed be con- 
sidered as the parent of nearly all the religion. in 
-that part of the country, which before he arose, 
exhibited a sad. scene of ignorance, barbarism, 
profaneness, He speaks, as the late Mr. 
Newton who has written the life of this extraor- 
dinary man, informs us, of four hundred com- 
-municants at his own.church, the greater part of 
whom he considered as converted persons, and of 
five dissenting congregations, ‘all of whose mi- 
nisters, and most of whose members were the 
fruit of his own labours. He was prudent and 
attentive to the wants of men’s bodies, as well ag 
to those of their souls; frequently giving money ~ 
to the necessitous, and always charged his hear- 
iers.upon his dismissing them on .week days, to 
repair immediately to their secular employ. 
Though Mr, Crabtree received his religious 
impressions under the preaching of Mr. Grim- 
shaw, yet from the situation in which he resided 
it is probable that he statedly attended the mi- 
-nistry of the gospel at Wainsgate. 
On the fifth of June; Mr. Richard Smith 
who had for some to this period, 


of the same village, provided it were large,, and 1750. 
there use similar exertions. wae 
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1750. been labouring at Wainsgate, was settled over 
™~ the people as their pastor. The Rev. Alvery 


Jackson, of Barnoldswick, and the Rev. Henry 


Clayton, who preached sometimes at Heaton, 


near Bradford, and sometimes at Salendine- 
Nook, near Huddersfield, assisted in the differ- 
ent services. In the list of members of this 
Christian church, Mr, Crabtree’s name: stands 
the third at the time of its formation.* | ) 


The following document, preserved by Mr.. 


Crabtree among his papers, at once informs us 
of the election of Mr. Crabtree to the office of 
deacon, and of the davitation of Smith to 


“settle at Wainsgate. 
March 3d, 1749-50... 


iAn humble request to the church at Barnoldswick, 
_ for Richard Smith as a Teacher. 


To the Church of Jesus Christ at Barnoldswick. | 


We who usually attend upon the word preachéd 
at Wainsgate, as a people lately separated, and 
called out of the wilderness of this world, having 
had for some time a desire to be joified together 
in fellowship, and in a gospel order to Serve the 
Lord :--and seeing that the Lord’ hath inclined 
your hearts to lend an helping hand in times past, 


* See Hartley . Trial of two Opinions,” page 4; and 
Church's Meinoranda at 
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in order to bring about this work ; we look un- 1750. 
‘to you, being in a great measure ignorant of our “v~ 


duty, and also finding our souls breathing after the 


ordinances of the gospel ; we are now at a stand, 


neither know we what to do, but our eyes are up 
to the Lord, and upon you as instruments in his 
hands. Humbly hoping that as you have. hi- 
therto been as a father untd.us, that you will for 
time to come assist usin the best manner you are 
capable ; for we are entifely willing to be ordered 
and taaght by you as the truth is in Jesus. And 
as he, on whose ministry we usually attend, isat 
present a member of your church; and is neither 
at his own, nor our disposal, we have upon due — 
consideration, and joint consent, made a choice of 
him as our teacher. Our humble request to you 
is, that you would dismiss him from amongst you, 
oth as a member, and also as a teacher, if. you 
judge him proper for that work. We hope you 
will consider of this matter, and labour to bring 
it about in as short a time as youcan. We have 
‘upon. due consideration looked out two +from 
amongst ourselves: and have chosen them to the 
ofice of deacons, and in their name, and with 
our joint consent is this sent unto you. 


CRABTREE, 
ABRAHAM ASHWORTH, } 
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| -MR. ©. CHOSEN TO BE A DEACON. 
1750. ‘How many years antecedent to this call to the 
—v—/ pastoral office Mr. Smith had laboured among the 
‘people at Wainsgate is not certain, buat it should 
seem from collateral circumstances to have been 
a considerable time prior to that event :—For the 
worthy Mr. James Hartley, who died at Haworth 
in 1780, was a’ member'at Wainsgate some years 
before this time, and was by them encouraged 
a | to exercise his talents in the ministry as early as 
2748.* These exercises of Mr. Smith at Wains- 
gate, were abundantly blessed to. Mr, Hartley 
and Mr. Crabtree, in leading them both into an 
extensive acquaintance with the distinguishing 
doctrines of divine grace; doctrines which in their 
_ divine influences on the hearts of these two good 
ih men had taught them to live to the fyi of the 
adorable Redeemer. 

Soon after Mr. Crabtree’s election to the office 
of a Deacon, the church: remarks, “His gifts 
did after some time make appearance in private, — 

and afterwards having more freedom, he disco- 

_vered more of a willingness to appear in public. 
sit was to the satisfaction of every member jin 
‘particular, was invited to several places 


‘abroad, and began statedly too to Bradford, se 
that j in the maoth of November, 1753, a number 


Page 97 of Mr. Crabtree’ § Funeral Sermon for Mr. Hartley. 
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of persons that were members of the church at 1752. 
Haworth, sentaletter for his dismission, and he ~~~ 
was ordained pastor of the church at Bradford 

the 5th of December following.’’* Many of those 

who invited Mr. C, to Bradford, were also mem- 

bers of the Baptist church at Rawden, the oldest, 

and till that time almost the only Baptist church 

in that part of the West-Riding of Yorkshire. 

The following paper, which has on the back- 
side of the original, an endorsement by Mr. 
Crabtree, authenticating it, will give some in- 
formation of the above people. 

“The rise and progress of the church at 
Bradford. 

‘©Mr. Henry Lord, pastor of the church at 
Bacup, had an invitation into this part of the 
country by a few professors of the Baptist deno- 
mination : which he complied with, and preach- 
ed several times at Bradford, and the places ad- 
jacent, till such time as it pleased God, in the 
dispensations of hi§ providence, to incline the | 
hearts of a large number to seek after the word. 
In consequence of which they animated each 
other jointly to petition the church at Bacup, the 
charch at Wainsgate, and the church at Haworth, © 
fora a grant for each of their respective p pastors to 


Waindgute Church Book as above. 
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1752,come and supply at Manningham, once every 
~~ quarter during the term of one year. To which 
petition the abovenamed churches unanimously 
Lae agreed : :—-And accordingly Mr. Richard Smith, 

| pastor of .the church at Wainsgate, came the 
first to begin the meeting; whose labours were 
attended with a divine blessing. And he made 
mention of brother Crabtree, as one whom he 
thought the Lord had cut out for a minister. 
Therefore we importuned him to prevail with 
brother Crabtree to come over and exercise once 
amongst us upon trial ; which he did accordingly 
and was well approved of, But before thiscame =~ 
about, Mr. Hartley, pastor of the church at ~ 
Haworth came, and preached upon the doctrine 
of believers’ baptism, which was attended with 
such success, that five persons were baptized the 
next day at Manningham, and three more went 
to Haworth and were baptized the Wednesday 
following. The next in course was Mr. Henry 
Lord, pastor of the church & Bacup: who being 
a very popular preacher, a greater multitude than 
common attended upon his ministry; which un- 
der the Divine influence was blest to the good of 
| . souls. Brother Crabtree coming, and preaching 
| once upon trial, and being approved as observed 
before, it was jointly agreed to petition the 
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church at Wainsgate, for him to supply us once 175%. 
a month, which they accordingly granted. But it ~~~ 


was with no small reluctanee that Brother Crab- 
tree came; not being thoroughly satisfied with 
respect to his call. However, being prevailed 
upon, héupplied every ‘month; so that we had 
the gospel trumpet sounded every fortnight: and 
his ministry was always attended with a Divine 
blessing. But winter being come, and being 
obliged'‘to preach in a house, by reason of the 
inclemency of the weather, which caused great 
crowding, and. being straitened for room, it 
induced us to look out for a more spacious apart- 
ment; but being in general very poor, we were 
obliged to get subscriptions where we could, in 
order to discharge the rent of a meeting-house. 
Accordingly providence directed us toa place 
which had for many years been an articled cock- 
pit. | Sothat to our comfort we see, though Satan 
fix his standard, and spirit up his emissaries to 
establish corruption by law, yet when Christ has 
need of the very same place, down Dagon must 
come ; and the strong man armed is obliged to 
subinit, when a stronger than he comes and 
takes away his armour.’ 

Tradition says, that Mr. Crabtree’s first text to 
his friends, at Bradford, was Acts x.29. There- 
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24 LETTER FOR HIS 'DISMISSION, 


1753. fore came Iunto you without gainsaying, as soon 


“~~ as I was sent for ;\ 1 ask, therefore, for what in- 
tent ye have sent for me? 
As it may gratify many of the friends of this 


good man who are yet living, to read the request 
mdde to the church at Wainsgate, for Mr. Crab- 
trees’s dismission, we shall insert it. 


TO THE CHURCH OF CHRIST AT WAINSGATE, 


Grace, mercy, and peace be multiplied unto you: 
Dear Brethren, 


This is to let you understand our circumstances 
at present; who are a company of baptized be- 
hevers; who have agreed to covenant together 
(the grace of God assisting us) to give up our- 
selves to the Lord in a perpetual covenant, we 
hope never to be broken :—And, we have set 
apart a day for fasting and prayer to seek the 
Lord’s direction in this important affair. And we 
think it is the Lord’s will and pleasure to call a 
pastor to labour among us in word and doctrine. 
As Brother William. Crabtree has, we firmly be- 
lieve, preached the gospel unto us, with much 

clearness, and with great sincerity of mind, and 
heart, and his life and conversation have been 
adorned with the same! And inasmuch as we 


can truly say from the ground of our hearts, that 
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. 


he is really sent of God to preach the gospel, 1754. 
(though he does it with much fear and trembling;) ~~ 


we humbly desire you now, to take our case into 
consideration: and we beg, if you think it be the 
Lord’s will, togrant Brother Crabtree his dismission 
from you as a member of your church, to labour 
among us as our pastor and teacher; forwe think 
the Lord hath made him willing to take the over- 
sight of us. So we conclude, desiring your 
request unto Almighty God for us.—Farewell. 


WILLIAM ROBINSON, 
SIGNED, { RAYNER, 
WILLIAM GILL. 


Mr. Crabtree’s dismission being received, he 
and his friends were formed into a church on the 
4th of December, 1753, consisting of twenty- 
three members :—And on the following day his 
ordination took place ; Mr. Richard Smith, Mr. 
James Hartley, and Mr. Henry Lord assisting in 
the various services. 

The cock-pit mentioned before, soon became 
too small for the congregation, and a new meet- 
ing-house being named, 1001. were cheerfully 
subscribed towards its erection. One was soon 
after built in a more commodious part of the 
town, capable of holding four or five hundred 
people, 
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296 VISITS; LONDON.) 
175% Mr..C. speaking-of the: church at. this: time 
remarks, some) years after our first settlé- 
nt, we had large additions to the church; ‘not 

feWer.than’ sixty joined us in the space of two 
years. The Lord continued to bless the ministry — 
| of his word for the conversion of sinners, and 
: the gathering in ot his chosen till the church in~. 
greasedto the numberof one hundred andthirty.’* 
“On the 27th of January. this year, Mr. C. — 
_ visited. London, to solicit the assistance of the | 
opulent in defraying the-expences of the newly 
erected Meeting-house. Here he was cordially 
received by the ministers and churches in his 
own connection. Dr.Gill, Mr. Brine, and others =} 
whose names will be had in everlasting remem- Jj 
brance, took him by the hand, and-opened their 
pulpits'tohim.. When Mr. Crabtree becamethe J 
pastor of the church, he applied himself. with a. 
laudable diligence to the discharge of the impor- | 
_ tant duties of his station. Aware of the disad-. 
vantages under which he laboured, through the - 
want of education, he applied himself closely to | 
reading and study; and sensible that’ an infant 
interest could be raised to matarity only by the 
most ,vigorous exertions, he preached with | 


_° Mr. C.’s Manuscripts. 
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DEACONS ORDAINED. 


great zeal and ‘constafcy, not only in his stated 1756. 
place of worship, but also in ‘all the surrouiding ~~~ 
villages “to which he could’ gain’ access. "For | 
some‘ years he preached not less than five or six 
times a week: and God greatly owned his 1a- 
ours: He afterwards kept wholly to his’ great 
employ ; “and though his people were generally 
poof, atid he daring mafiy years of his ministry — 
hada growing family, yet he never engaged him- 
self in’ any’ worldly business, but committed him- 
self and his to the care of an indulgent provi- — 
dence. His hopes ‘weré hot disappointed; for 
‘bythe exertions of his! friends, and the Divine- 
blessing’ ‘upon “that ‘they’ contributed, he was 
life comfortably provided for. 
Some time inthis year, bat when cannot now 
De ascertained with precision, Mr. Crabtree enteted 
into” the’ ‘married life with’ Miss Mary Booth, ‘a 
‘person’ uf property, good séiise,’ and what is more 
important than all besides, of ardent and genuine 
‘piety. Bat as more will be ‘said of’ this Valuable 
woman elsewhere, we ane saying” ‘any thing 
farther ‘at present, | 
«<The newly formed church at Bradford had ‘hot 
‘as “yet 'any'Deacons appointed, and being very 
‘much heeded,’ the Ist of December, 1756, was 


‘set-apart' as’ day of fasting and prayer for Divine 
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1756.direction in this matter:—and on the 26th, of 
‘v~ January following, ‘Brethren Jonas Walker, 


Samuel Taylor, Samuel Smith, and John Ross, 
were called to the office of Deacons in this 
church.” 

‘** To the newly chosen Deacons the following 


questions were proposed by their pastor. 


1. Do you freely acquiesce in, andaccept of 
the church’s call to this office ? 


_ Answea,—When we consider the greatness of © | 
the work, and the weakness and inability that at- 


tends us, we find the greatest reluctance to engage 
in it. But being through grace helped to look 
up to the Captain of our salvation, who has not 
only promised to be with his church unto the end 
of the world, but also that as our day is, so our 


strength shall-be, therefore with an humble de- © 
_pendance upon his strengthening presence, we 

think we can acquiesce in, and accept of the 
ehurch’s call hereunto. | 


2. What ends have you in view in accepting 
of, and taking upon you this service ? 

Answer.—We trust we are not altegether un- 
acquainted with the treachery and deceitfulness, 
which yet lodges in our hearts;“together with 
the various temptations we shall have to encounter; 
yet we humbly hope that our sole view in 4c- 
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DEACONS ORDAINED. 29 
cepting of, and taking upon us this service, is 1756. 
the glory of God, and the good and welfare of ~~ 
our Christian Brethren. 

8, Are you, by the grace of God, fully deter- 
mined to the utmost of your power, faithfully 
to discharge the trust reposed in you ? 

Answer.—We humbly hope that we are not al- - 
together ignorant of the difficulties we shall have 
to grapple with, both from within and from without; 
yet we trust it is our full design and resolution by 
the grace of God, faithfully and uprightly to dis- 
charge the trust reposed in us to the best of our 
capacity. And to this end, we earnestly desire 
the Divine help, and the prayers of our Christian 
brethren, that instead of bringing a blemish 
upon, we may add lustre to that good cause 
which we think we love, and desire to honour. 

Mr. R. Smith, of Wainsgate, prayed for the 
Deacons, accompanying his prayer with laying 
on of hands. Mr, Hartley delivered moving ex- 
hortations to the Deacons, And Mr. Smith 
addressed the church from Heb. xiii. 17, and 
concluded with prayer.”* A letter from Mr. 
Smith to Mr. Crabtree prior to this event, will 
shew the freedom. and simplicity of this worthy 
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1756. man, and it is hoped will not prove unacceptable 


To Mr. William Crabtree, Minister of she 
gospel at the Baptist meeting-house in Bradford. — 
Dear Brother, 


| Wainsgate, Dec. 9th, 1756. 
“Thine I received, and was glad of thy disap- 
| pointment. I sometimes have had the happiness 
to meet with such unexpected favours; though 
but seldom. With respect to -your choice of 
Deacons, those you have chosen appear well, 
but all is in the trial. I have often lamented the 
«toss of thee in vain, and, as I suppose, shall have 
_< €ause to mourn on that account to my departing 
or dying day. But it was the Lord’s will that thou | 
shouldest be separated from us for more useful, 
and higher service in Immanuel’s country-house. — 
As to my coming on that day you have fixed for 
ordination, I desire both thee and friends to ad- 
mit of an. excuse ; not because ] want love to 
you, or care for you, but because I determine 
not to go abroad during the popish (supposed) 
holidays.* Thou mayest impute it to my weak- 


é 


* ‘Though we cannot but admire Mr. Smith’s tenderness 
of conscience, there does not appear any necessity for being 
so scrupplous, and it should seem from the aceouut just 
given that he soon overcame his own difficulties. 
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ASSOCIATION AT BRADFORD. $1 
ness, but I desire thou: wouldest! sot impute it to 1757. 


a wantof Jove. ‘Dear Brother, ‘1 find-my nata-“V~ 
‘-gal -parts, much . weakened, particularly my 
brain: I desire'in thy-prayer for me thou would- 
est ‘not forget Psalm Ixxi. 9. — change the 
word me for. him, «. - 


“RICHARD SMITH. 


Jane 1,:2.—-An association of Baptist 

was held at Bradford. In this -associaticn were 
included the charches at Wainsgate, Sunderland, 
Whitehaven, Bradford, Haworth, Jiniper-Dye- 
House, ‘Rawden, Bacup, and Liverpool; from the 
minutes of which it appears that eighteen were in 

this year added tothe church at Bradfotd, andthe 
‘néxt year not less than forty'wereadded tothem. — 
Thus eminently did God bless the labours of this 

his sérvant.—This association was held annually 

for some ‘years, till at length some” differences 
arising ‘between the minister of. the charch ‘at 

Bacup, »Mr. Henry Lord, and« Messrs; Smith 

and: Hartley, the annual conference was given 

- About this time also, Mr. John Johnson, of — 
Liverpool, embraced some sentiments which his 
ministering brethren judging erroneous, Mr.Crab- 
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DR. FAWCETT’S BAPTISM. 


1758.tree, and Mr. Hartley, of Haworth, ‘and others; 
“~~ stdod forward with Christian zeal to oppose a de- 
partare from ‘“‘ the faith once, delivered to the 


saints.” This produced’ from Mr. Johnson a 
wotk entitled, “Two Opinions Tried,” and from 
Mr, Hartley, a valuable pamphlet, entitled “ A 
Trial of Two Opinions Tried ;” a clear and ju- 
dicious account of the wisdom of God in the per- | 
mission of sin, and a vindication of the imputa- 
tion of Adam’s sin to his posterity, with other 
points opposed by Mr. Johnson. 

February 26th. On this day the present truly : 
venerable Mr. Jonn (now Dr. Fawcett, who for 
more than fifty years has been the pastor of the 
church formerly at Wainsgate, now removed to 
Hebden-Bridge) came before the church at 
Bradford as a candidate for baptism, and church- 
fellowship, and was baptized on the eleventh of 
March following. 1 find from Mr.Crabtree’s pri- 
vate memoranda, the following entry: ‘February 
26th, this day John Fawcett gave.in a very sa- 
tisfactory account to the church, of the Lord’s 
dealings with his soul, and was judged a fit sub- 
ject for church fellowship.” This good man had 


‘been from his childhood industrious in the pursuit 


of learningand religious knowledge. Not long after 
this he was called to exercise those talents, which 
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have so long emitted a steady and glorious lustre in 1758. 
the church of God. In a letterfrom the Doctor to“ 
the compiler of these memoirs, dated April, 
1815, he remarks, About the’ year 1761, I 
was invited occasionally to give: my thoughts on ) 
different portions of the Divine Word, butina 
private way. It was net till perhaps a yearafter that, 
that I was called upon to speak before the church. 
I have short notes of sermons as early as 1762. 
Some time after, I was solemnly.called forth by 
my brethren to preach the Word occasionally 
among them, to which I consented with fearand 
trembling. In 1763, my worthy predecessor, - 
Mr. R. Smith, died..He was settled, it is 
said, over the church at Waidsgate in 1750, I 
was invited to serve that people after hisremoval, — 
and the Christmas following, through Divine 
permission, I came to settle among them; but . 
this was in weakness, and in fear, and in much 
trembling, The ordination took place some time 
after, but I cannot point out the exact time. 


I am your feeble aged Brother, 
‘JOHN FAWCETT,” 
any one should think the above a digression 


from my point, I am persuaded, that it is a di- 
gression that will not fail to gratify my readers of 
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34 DISPUTE ON THE MORAL LAW. 


1759 every ‘denomination ; whilst it gives me an op- 
portunity of mentioning a man with respect, on 
He whom, for the last ten years of my short life, I 
" have looked with everysentiment of veneration and 
| esteem. May this honourable Father in Israel 

jong be spared | 
} This year our venerable friend had to struggle 
vith some growing difficulties amongst the peo- 
ple of his charge.» Two members of the church . 
at Bradford asserted that the moral law was nota 
rule of conduct to believers. This occasioned 
great uneasiness. Mr. Crabtree mentioned these 
enemies of the Divine will, some years afterwards 
with sincere grief. “Some yeats ago, an unhappy 
i dispute arose in the church, respecting the moral 
‘ law being arule of walk to believers, and the 
| power of men to perform things which in them- 
selves are morally good. These differences did 
' us much harm, but were at last happily adjusted 
by the assistance of neighbouring ministers; -yet 
i not without the loss of many members who re- 
rh mained vbstinate in their pernicious sentiments.”’* 
be _ hose tryublers in Israel who have given up 
| the law as arule of conduct, have generally been 
the distress and plague of any community where 
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they have obtained footing. So it was in this 1760. 
year, with the avouchers of these opinions at ~~~ 
Bradford, and so it is at present. Their spirit, 

in general, is division and discord. However, 
enough has been said of an error so supremely 
detestable ! | | 

- August 6th. On this day Mr. Joshua Wood 

was ordained Pastor over the Baptist. church at 
Halifax ; at which ordination Mr. C. preached 

the sermon affixed to this memoir; Mr. Hartley 
having previously addressed the charge to the 
pastor, 

In this town a meeting had been begun jel 
carried on for some time with much success. Mr. 
Crabtree had baptized many who were residents 

in Halifax, but who till now communicated with 
the church at Bradford. 

September 3d..Mr, Colbeck Sugden, was or- 
dained over the people at Cowling- Hill, on which 
occasion Mr. C. preached to the people from 
Eph. v. 15. 

On the 17th of the. same month, he was called 
to assist at the ordination of Mr.Charles Bamford, 
at Okenshaw, near Blackburn, in Lancashire, and 
addressed the people from Eph. v. 15,—and 

October 8th, Mr. C. was called to Bridlington, 

to assist at the ordination of Mr. Wilbraham. The 


36. BAPTIST CHURCH AT LEEDS. 


1765. church: at Bridlington, on account of some dif- 
~~~ ferences ‘amongst them, had been destitute of a 


pastor moré than twelve years; but at length 
were settled and united in‘love. On this occa- 
sion: Mr. Crabtree proposed the questions to 
the minister and the church; offered up 
the ordination. prayer,. and addressed the mi- 
nister from Acts xx. 28. Such repeated in- 
vitations to take the lead in public services, are 
no common testimonies to the increasing worth 
of this: watchman in the church of God. 

Several members of the Independent church. 


under the care of the Rev. John Edwards, at the 


White-Chapel in Leeds, were, by reading the 

New Testament led to call in question the validity 
of Infant sprinkling. The church of Christ at 
Bradford, and their esteemed pastor Mr. C. were 
by these, . petitioned ‘‘to come over and help 
them” in their enquiries into the divine will. A- 
letter to thisieffect, dated April 23d, 1760, was 
sent to Mr. Crabtree, signed by four- persons, 

Five persons were soon after baptized, and re- 
ceived into fall-communion with the church at 
Bradford ; these were followed by six more, who | 
publicly followed the Lord Jesus in the ordinance 
of baptism. Thus was an interest of the Se pea 
begun at Leeds. 
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Among other papers belonging to Mr.Crabtree, 1765. 
is a letter ‘which may justly be considered as a ~~~ 


proof of the wonderous power of divine grace on 
the heart; and not doubting but it will gratify 
the reader, it is here presented to him : 


_ Dear | 

Having little to’ do at present, it came into 
my mind to employ a few moments in writing to 
you. And as I knew you to be one that takes a 
peculiar pleasure in heating the relation of extra- 
ordinary cases, in things of a divine natute, the 
substance of of a narra- 
tive, well attested. 


AN ACCOUNT OF MR. JOHN COOK, oF BRISTOL, 
| WHO 1S BOTH DEAF AND DUMB. | 


He came to me, (says Mr. John Tosnunes: the 
Baptist Minister at the Pithay, Bristol,) some 
time in August 1764, and made me to understand 
that he hada desire to be baptized :—That I might 
have all the satisfaction which his circumstances 
would admit, besides his Constant attendance: 
‘upon the word, and: at times evidently mach 


affected uader it, which I and others had observed 
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‘your sins be as scarlet, they shall be white as 


38 ACCOUNT’ OF MR. 'COOK. 


‘1765.for some time back, ‘I asked him how:long he 
prayed? He téld me ever since the year 


1750, ‘and had continued it to that time. ‘Then 


he ‘referred me ‘to the following scriptures that 


had been good to him :—Micah vii. 7. “‘ There- 
fore I will look unto the Lord, I will wait for the 
God of my salvation, my God will hear me.” 
Matt. xi. 28, ** Come unto me all ye that labour 


- and are heavy Jaden, and I will give you rest.” 
Eph. iii. 19. ‘* And to know love of Christ 


which; passeth knowledge.” Phil,,iii. 8, 9. “Yea 
doubtless, and I-count all things but loss, for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my 


Lord; for whom I have suffered the loss of all 


things, and do. count them but dung that I may 


win Christ, and be found in him, not ,having 


mine own righteousness, which is of the law, 


‘bat that which is through the faith of Christ, the 
righteousness which is of God by faith.” Psalm 


cxix. 5. “Orthat my -~ways were directed, to 


‘keep thy statutes.” Isa. 11. 18. “Come and 


let us reason together saith the Lord, though 


snow, though they be red like crimson, they 


‘shall be as wool.” | Psalm’ lxiii..1. “O 


thou art my God, early will] seek thee; my 
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soul thirsteth for thee, my flesly longeth forthee 1765. 
in a dry and thirsty land, where no water 
After he had referredome to the above texts; I 
asked him the by and 

action | 

Ake to part with all sin? 
He answered by action expressive of his hatred 
of it, and referred me to Hosea xiv. 2. “‘ Take 
with you ‘word’ and turn to the Lord:. say 
unto iim, Pake away all iniquity, and receive us 
graciously.”’: Particularly these words, “ Take 
away albiniquity.” 
Basked him, Do: you hove 
He answered by putting his hand: upon his» 
breast; expressing how good it'was in his estima-— 
tion, and referred to Psalar li, Wash: me 
my sias,”’ 

lil. hasked him, Do you love the nuit of God? 

He answered by putting his hand upon the Bi-« 
ble, expressing how good it was to him, and're- 
ferred me to Psalm cxix.. 97. O! how FE love 
thy law, it is my meditation all the day.” 

EV. basked him, Do you love prayer ? 

He answered by placing his hands in a praying 
posture, with the greatest indication of pleasare, 
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1765.and referred me to Psalm lxxiii. 28. ee is 
“"™ good for me to draw near toGod.” 


Vi. L asked him, Do you love good men ? 

He answered by action declarative of his re- 
gard for them, and referred me to Psalm xvi. 2, 
8. “(My goodness extendeth not tothee; But to 
the saints that are in the earth, and to the excel- 
lent, in ‘whom is all my delight.” 

VI.-I asked him, Do you love Jesus Christ ? - 

He answered by action which declared the 
mest affectionate regard for him, and referred me 
to Song v. 16. “‘ His mouth is most sweet; yea 


is altogether lovely. 0! 


daughters of Jerusalem.” 


WHEL I asked him, he expected his prayer 


would merit salvation ? 

Titus iii. 5. “ Not by works of righteousness which 
we have done, but according to his mercy he 
saved us.” 


Vill. asked him, Jf ever he bad been afraid 
he should go to hell?» : 

ted, and refer- 
fortable tohim. 


IX. him concerning baptism? 
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He referred me to Matt. tii. 13—16, & xxviii, 1765. 
19, and expressed desire to be baptized. 
Lasked If he wanted, to eat and drink 


at the Lord’stable? 
red me to Psalm xxvii.4s “One thing have 
desited of the Lord, and that. will. I seek after;’’ 
&e. Psalm Ixxxiv. 1. “How amiable are thy 
tabernacles, Lord of hosts!” 

Dear Brother, the above 
remarkable instances | ever remember to have 
read or heard of ; and £ make no doubt but it will 
be the same tv you if you have not heard of it 
you and yours, and all friends, . ia 
ae From yours in the strongest ties, 
WILLIAM CRABTREE, 
Liverpool, Jan, 1765. | 


In addition to what, has been above related of 
the success of Mr. Crabtree’s labours, we have to 
observe, that in this, year the members of his 
church sesiding in and about Farsley, a conside- 
gable village near five miles. to the eastward of 
Bradford, became so numerous as to be induced 
to form a church in that alge. _ This, with the 
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1770. approbation of their brethen, they soon effected. 
Thirty members were dismissed from Bradford, and 
a kind friend in that neighbourhood offered 2001. 
towards the erection of a new meeting-house : 
and they were for years a flourishing church 
under the pastoral care of ‘the Rev. William 
Rowe, originally a member of the church at 
Bradford. This body yet subsists as a respectable 
society, notwithstanding some painful occurrences 
previous to the coming of their present pastor, 
Mr. John Sharp. But notwithstanding so large 
a secession of members and hearers, (in addition 
to which twenty-three had been dismissed also to 
other churches before, at different periods) the 
church and congregation at Bradford so far in- 
creased, that a still larger place of worship be- 
came necessary: Accordingly, in the year 1782, 
by their own exertions, and the assistance of 
their friends in London, and different parts of 
the country, they erected their present meeting- 
| house, which is of about seven 
iW hundred. 
" Mr. John Beatson, who had for some time 
laboured as a minister in the Independent deno- 
“mination, was, a little previous to this time, bape 
| tized by Mr. Crabtree ; dismissed to the work of 


| 
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growing usefulness and reputation, Also Mr. 
William Shaw, about the same time, was dis- 
missed to Collingham, to the pastoral care of the 
Baptist churh there, from Bradford, where he 
laboured till death, a period of more than thirty 
years. Thus pre-eminently useful was this wor- 
thy man, as an instrument in the hand of the 
Lord in building up Zion. 

At this period of Mr. Crabtree’s life vie was 
called to experience a most afflictive bereavement. 
In October this year Mrs. Crabtree was called 
to her Father’s home. As Mrs. C. was eminent 
for piety, and so deservedly dear to Mr. Crabtree, 
we shall preserve a memorial of her piety: The 
following sketch of her character was drawn by 
Dr. Fawcett when preaching her funeral sermon 
Oct. 9. 1791. The text was John xi. 25, 26. 
“‘] am the resurrection and the life,” &c. 

‘* You who compose this Christian society, have 
lost in our deceased sister,.a valuable and worthy 
member of your community. She was called to 
the knowledge of her Saviour, and to subjection 
to his government in her youth:—And allowing 
for the common weaknesses of humanity, she has 
been enabled to support the Christian character 


Craven, and afterwards removed to Salt-House 1791. 
Lane, in Hull, where he long laboured with ~V~ 
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44 MRS. CRABTREE'S. DEATH: 


1791. through life with hemour.and reputation. — The) 
conduct of sach a.ofe, thong» in a narrow and 


‘stant companion. . Religion was her. clement, 


retited sphere, is of mere real excellence and im- 
portance, than the most splendid actions of kings 
and conquerors whieh fill the annals of history,. 
You know how firmly shewas persaaded of the truth 
as itis im Jesus. Thie word.of God was her con- 


and the ways, and worship of God her delight. 
The throne of grace was lier refuge, and she 
could mo-more live without prayer, than without 
her mecessary food.'| She took great pleasure in 
these who fear God, ‘and was ever careful to avoid 
givingvoffence to any whiether high or low. Her 
social’ hours were: improved in religious and 
savoury ‘discourse., Her.afflictions were many, 
but the last was longiand heavy. She languished 
for many months between life and- death; but 
her patience and resignation were astonishing 
to all her-attendants: was,supported by the 
hopes. and comforts of religion through the whole 
of the trying «stene.. One of her attendants 
treastifed up the following expressions which 
dropped: from: her lips at different times—‘‘ ] 
sometimes hope | am going home, but when.a 
little. better, fear it wilh not be so.” Being 


asked if her:mind was composed and happy, she 
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replied—I fly to the refuge held forth in the 1791. 
gospel, and am safe.” At another time, “I know ~~ ; 
not how it is, but I cannot ‘doubt of my interest 

in Christ.” It was remarked to her; that her 
afflictions were heavy and tedious. She said, 

“‘ That might be in order to reconcile her relati- 

ons to wha: was coming upon them.” Being 

asked at another time how she was, she said “I . 
am quite still and easy, and hope I am on the 

sure foundation ; Christ is all and-in all to me. 

I am a poor weak creature, but Jesus is sufficient 

for me. How have I delighted to go to the house’ 

of God, but that is over: How long will this 

timeof affliction last? Oh for divine support! When 

I shake off this load I trust I shall be happy. I 

am a poor polluted worm, but: the blood of 

Christ is sufficient to cleanse me from all ‘sin. 

To him alone I look. He is all my trust—I need | 

no more.. None but Christ for me a poor sinner: 

I am not rapturous, but I trust in the Lord.” — % 
Some of her last words were, “Come, Lord Jesus, | 

come quickly.’”” He soon answered her request. 

The final moment was come, and she breathed 

out her soul into the bosom-of her Saviour: Yous” 

the children of the deceased; have lost one’ of 

the best of mothers. For you she offered up many 
ardent prayers—to you she gave the best advice. 


* 
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46 MR, CHARACTER. 
You will, I trust, reap the benefit of both. To 
you, being dead, she yet speaketh in that. pious 
example which. she hath set: before you. May you 
improve the separating providence, and walkin the 
steps of your deceased parent. You, my aged: 
brother and fellow-labourer, have lost a faithful 


and affectionate wife. You: have: been happy in 


her society: for nearly thirty-six years. God has 
blessed your ministrations, as the means of form- 
ing her to a: meetness. for the land of rest and 


peace. She has been yoursympathizing companion 


all your-tribulations. She isnow gone where you’ 


long to be. The trial is beavy upon you in yourde- | 
clining years; much more heavythan any can ima- 
gine who have not been tried inthe same way. Two: 
things ought to alleviateyour sorrow:—The happy. 
end of your dear partner—and the prospect of 
your being speedily re-united to part no more for 
ever. grant you: his sovereign support! 
May your few remaining days be crowned with 
usefulness, honour and tranquillity, till you finish” 
your work, and-enter inte the joy of your Lord.” 

Notwithstanding the severity of this shock, it 
pleased God to give strength equal to his day, and 
our friend proceeded with his wonted vigour in the 
work of the Lord:——That work was hisconstantjoy. 

As a preacher, Mr. Crabtree’s abilities were . 


| 


| 


MR. (CHARACTER. “a7 


‘aniversally respected and admired. The senti- 1791. 
‘ments ‘he delivered were always important, his “~ 
method clear, and his language, though quite , 
unornamented, proper and striking ; while a deep 
‘seriousness pervaded the whole. Few ministers 

met with more general acceptance tham he, whe- | 
ther in the country or in the metropolis. The 
latter place he had occasion to visit three times, 

on an errand common to ministers in the country, 

that of soliciting the assistance of the generous 

and opulent friends of religion, in defraying the 
expences of erecting each of his own places of 
worship, and that of his friend and brother 
Hartley, of Haworth; and a number of persons 

still living remember, ‘and speak of his ministe- 

rial Jabours' there with much pleasure and respect. 

As a pastor, he was thoroughly devoted to the 
‘spiritual interests of his flock ; he fed them ‘with | 
the sincere milk of the ‘word; “he watched over | 
them with a tender ‘solicitude; and exerciséd | 
proper discipline with affection and firmness.” 

He was warmly attached ‘to that systém “of 
doctrine generally, andowe>think' property, 
styled evangelical. He ‘was’ ‘satisfied it was the | 
doctrine of Scripture; and ‘always viewed him- . 
self as a remarkable instance of that sovereign 
efficacious grace which makes so prominent a fea- 
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1791. ture of that system. He was satisfied too of its 
‘~~ holy tendency, and took up a considerable part of 


his public discourses in explaining the nature, and 
enforcing the observance of the various duties of 


the Christian life, of which also he himself was 


an eminent pattern. 

It may however be no matter of surprise, 
nor will it much detract from his excellence, 
if in his younger days, and exposed to consider- 
able opposition, his zeal for the doctrines of the 
gospel should carry him beyond the limits that 
rigid prudence may prescribe. This may perhaps 
be thought to be the case in the following in- 
stance. Oneof the members of his church had 
accepted a challenge from some mimisters in the 
connexion of the late Mr. Wesley, to engage in 


a public dispute. Upon more mature: consider- 


ation, his friend wished to decline the contest, 
and turn over the business to his pastor. To this 
Mr. Crabtree assented, and the other parties 
agreed.. They accordingly met on a stage erected 
for the purpose, and held their disputation on 


the points at issue between the Calvinists and the 
Arminians, surrounded by a very numerous con- 
course of people assembled on ihat occasion. 
But though this affair may be looked upon as sin- 
guar, and resembling the theological contests 


of the first ages of the reformation, and 
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was probably not fully approved by Mr. Crabtree 
himself in, his latter years, yet it so far succeeded 
as to bring over to the,side of trath one of: the 
principal of his opponents, who was afterwards, 
for years, a very valuable Independent minister in 
a neighbouring town.* tis. galt 
Mr. Crabtree began his ministry when the po- 
pularity ,and. influence of those two great men, 
Gill.and | Brine were. at their height ; it is not at 
— all.strange, therefore, if he should have adopted 
their sentiments on what was styled the Modern 
Question, whether saving faith were the duty of 
the unregenerate, On this subject, however, there 
is reason to think his views, in his latter years-un- 
derwent an alteration., But. when he was on the 


* Jt may, perhaps be gratifying to the friends of Mr, 
Crabtrée to know the particulars of this dispute. They were 
as follows; Mr.\Hampson, and Mr, Titus Knight were at this 
time preachers in Mr, Wesley's connexion, and both in the 
Bradford circuit.. Mr. Hampson one evening preached in the 
Methodist Chapel at Bradford, from | Chron. xxviii. 9. Mr. 
William Cook, one’of Mr. C *s members, was a hearer 
of Mc. H. that eyening, and afterwards had sume conyersa- 
tion with him relative to his sermon, which had been a very 
strenuous defence of finally falling from grace. Mr. Hampson 
gave Mr. Cook a challenge to dispute the matter with him 
in public. Heaceepted it; but rwards turned it over to 
his pastor. A stage was erected in Burnet-Fields above Lit- 
tle-Herten4 Mr. Crabtree and Mr. Samuel Taylor were for 
the Colvinints. uA the question, and Mr. Hampson and 
Mr. Knight forthe Arminian. € consequence was, that 
Mr. Knight was codvinced of his error, left, the Methodist 
connexion and became the Pastor of the Independent Church 
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negative side of the question, he never consitlered 
the ability of fallen man, much less the secret 
purposes of God,’ as forming the measure’ of 
man’s duty, nor failed to address the unregenerate 
part of his auditory with great fervency; and 
when on the affirmative side of it, he never felt, 
or discovered any, the least diminution in his 
attachment to those glorious doctrines of discri- 
minating grace, for which he had been before so 


uniformly zealous an advocate. Seriousness, in- 


tegrity, and firmness were the prominent features 


~ of his character, He was superior to artifice or 


concealment ; and always ready to avow, and, on 
proper occasions, with meekness and steadiness 
to defend whatever he apprehended to be trath. 
But, though he was firmly attached to his senti- 
ments as a Drssentéa, Catvinisr, ‘anda 
Baprist, he knew how to esteem, and did esteem, 
godliness, and.godly men, in whatever connexion 
he found them. In bis private intercourse he was. 
somewhat reserved, seldom talking much, unless’ 
put upon it by his friends; and then he never 
failed te converse greatly to = entertainment 
and profit... 101 

Mr. Crabtree continued to exercise his ministry, 
apparently with ease to himself, and with great: 
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HIS LAST 


acceprance and profit tv the church and congre- 1803. 
gation,; bat in the year 1803, a disorder with 


. which he waa seized, and which for a while laid 
him wholly aside, but from which he afterwards 
‘partially recovered, so far impaired his corporeal 
and mental powers, as ta:make it plain to his 
friends, that his work was done. Of this, how- 
ever, he was not so fullpawareas they ; he loved 
his. Master's, work, and lie felt reluctant to give 
up. Bike some. other good men, it a very ad- 
vanced period of life, his discerning faculty, along 
with his. other, faculties was:impaired, especially 
when turned) in,updn himself, .Old age is not a 
period at which it is desitahle for public charac- 
ters'to active, His unwillingness to retire from 
public employ, threw his friends into’ those diffi- 
culties common to pérsens: struggling between 
affection and tenderness for their aged pastor, and 
a¢oncerna for the interest ofthe church and congre- 
gation : and for @ while marred the harmony which 
had sp long subsisted between them. But after 
a short time, the affair wasiamicably settled, and 
harmeny. between lim and his friends restored, 
which costinued till his removal by death. 

_ During the six years between this period, and 
that-of his death, he gradually sunk: under the 
infirmities ofage, and panty waited for his great 
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1811. change. For the greatest part of this’ time, he 
“v™ however, was able to attend the ‘public ‘service 


of the house of God, now and then engaging in 
prayer, and on some oceasions delivering a short 
address. Twice, inthe close of the year 1808, 
he ascended the pulpit, and preached, and went 
through the services in a manner far beyond what 
could have been expected, to the no small sur- 
prise of the congregation in general, ‘and much 
to the gratification of his old friends. He could 
also occasionally visit his friends, and would often 
converse with ease and pious cheerfulness, fre- 
quently exhibiting some remains of 'thoge mascu- 
line traits of character that had distinguished him 
through life, being the great man in ruins. To~ 
wards the close of it, the’ pains of body increased, 
and his mental vigour nearly forsook him, so that 
he was\able to converse but little. He was how- 
ever, more detached from earth, and evidently 
fitting for heaven ; exercising a steady reliance on 
the promises of a faithful God, and gn te 
affection to all about him. | 

His death was sudden and easy. 
to bed on Thursday evening, February 14, 1811, 


and was found the next morning a corpse. ‘It is 


probable he went off in his sleep, as a person who 
slept in the room with him was not awaked, nor 


at 


was he «meved from the posture in 
dowh: He: entered ‘the ninety-first year of, his ~~ 


cember. 

respect was sheiva him at hia 
His corpse was carried to the place of “‘worship)by 
six! of the oldest’ members of his church, .and 
the pall supported by six of the neighbouring 
ministers. His successor (Rev. William Steadman) 
delivered a discourse on the occasion, to a very 
large assembly, from John xi. 11. Our friend 
Lazarus sleepeth ; and his much esteemed friend 
and brother, Rey. Thomas Langdon, of Leeds, 
delivered an address at the grave. In the course 
of his long acquaintance with his worthy friend, 
Dr. Fawcett, of Hebden-Bridge, Mr. Crabtree 
had requested him to officiate at his funeral, and 
also to deliver a funeral discourse afterwards, 
from Psalm xvii. 15. ‘The age and infirmities of 
that good man entirely prevented his complying 
with the former part of the request, and delayed 
his attention to the latter part ‘of jit, till Lord’s 
Day, April 14th, on which he improved the sub- 
ject in a discourse from the above-mentioned text, 
to an immense crowd of people, the largest that 
ever assembled there since the erection of the 


building: Mr. Crabtree was prevailed upon to 


way 
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1811. print two of his sermons,” the one occasioned by. 
death of his much loved friend-and ‘brother, 
Mr. James Hartley; who died February 2,: 1780. 
and the other delivered at the opening of the. 
meeting-house of the late Mr. Price of Leeds, 
in the month of January, 1789. Whoever, 
rusés these discourses; will form no contemptible 
idéa of Mr. Crabtree’s:talents as a preacher, ©. 


ADDENDA. 


Iv addition to what has, been already said of the 
publicservices in which Mr. Crabtree was engaged, 
it has been thought that it might gratify his friends 
to see an account of the other public services in 
which he took a part; these at least may serve 

to shew the high csteem in which he was held by 
the different churches of. Christ. . The phen 
is copied from Mr. Crabtree’s memoranda. 


1764, At Wainsgate, at the ordination of Mr, 


Faweett, gave the charge from * * * *, 


Avigust 17, 1768. At Bingley, at the ordina~- 
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tion of, Mr. John ees to the church :from 
1 Cor, iv. 1. UL iv mii i Ss | 


a August 10, 1769: At Sutton in Craven, at the 
ordination of Mr. John’ Beatson, the: 
from 2 Cor, ii 15, 4 


l, ‘At the otdination of Mr. David 
KitizHora, Bishop Burton, gave the charge from 
1 Cor, iv, 2. 


August’ 22, 771. “At the ordination of Mr. 
Wittiam' Rowe,’ at Sutton fi gave the 
1 Cor. iv. 2. | 


27 17 At the of Mr. Charles 
_ Whitfield, at Hamsterly, Durham, preached to 
the church from 2"Thess. ffi. 


May 7, 1777. At Halifax, at the.ordination of 
Mr. John Hindle, gave the ered from ! Tim. 
vi. 90. JH Sis 


nation of . Mr, John Bowser, gave the charge 
from L Tim. Vi. 


ll, 1778. At at the 
ordination, of .Mr.; Thomas Harbottle, to the 
church from | Thess. ¥. 13. 


October. 15, 1778, At Long-Collingham, at 
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THE REGARD 
“THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST 
Owe to 'their ‘Ministers. 1 
A SERMON, 
 Theachedat the Ordination of 
Rev. Joshua Wood of Halifax, 
6, 1760, 


BY THE REV. WILLIAM CRABTREE. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


“THE Sermon annexed to the preceding memoirs, 
appears to have been written without the most dis- 
tant prospect Wet, \perhaps few 
whose minds are impressed with the importance of 
evangelical truth, will ‘read’ it without advantage. 
In trangcri it for the prrse,, the publishes, has 
omitted dome words, and altémpted few gram- 
matical corrections; but he has, with conscientious — 
eran let the venerable author appear in his own 
reproofs, admonitions,.and. advices it contains as 
unapplicable to them. No; it speaks tothem in 
the Jahgudpe of truth, the. name the 
Author of all truth, demands their prompt regard. 
If a youth, “ inthe kingdom asd patience of our 
Lord Jesus Christ”, might,be heard, he would en- | 
treat that the Christian principles of this sermon 
might obtain. their full practical considcration...So. 
would the ministers of Christ be treated with pro- 
per affection, and the cause of truth, under a di- 
vine blessing, extensively flourish. i, M, 
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‘i WE BESRECH YOU BRETHREN, TO KNOW THEM 
- WHICH LABOUR AMONG YOU, AND ARE OVER You Iv 


DORD,' AND ADMONISH. AND TO ESTEEM 
THEM VERY LOVE, FOR THEIR WORKS? 
SARE) 


THE work me in 
this day, is to: address my: brethren, who 
have, in the presence ofthe all-wise, heart-search- 
ing God, angels, and this-assembly, invested-our 
much esteemed, and honoured Brother with the 


the: Lord. ‘This: you: have done in. the most. ho- 
nourable and : distinguishing character that it is 


possible society of people:upon earth to sus- 


tain: viz, A or cnaisr: And by that 
authority;which is supetior to every other: viz, 
THES’ KiInG oF saints; Your ears have heard. the 
very solemn, awful, and weighty charge given to 


our brother, as sustaining the character of a pas+ 


tof over you. I persuade myself, that if you 


maturely deliberate upon the nature and extent of 


noble office of bishopy' or pastor over you in 
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62 INTRODUCTION. 
- his work, in all its various branches; and what is 


- needfal to a proper discharge thereof; and that too, 
not for a time, but fora continuance ;—not by fits 
and starts, but everyday of his life ;—not in season 
only, but out of seasomalso;—not according to 
his own humour, but according to the mind of 
' God, and as may be the most conducive to profit, 
| and the universal advantage of your souls: I say, 
if you consider ‘these things closely, you will 

* readily conclude, that all the help and encou- 
ragement which he can obtain from every 

will be little enoagh. pope 

Charity will not allow me to think, that while 
you have been hearing of ‘those duties incumbent 
upon your pastor in respect to you, that you tn- 
dulge the flesh-pleasing thought that the laws of 
Zion’s King lay you under no obligation in regard 
to your pastor: | No, my brethren, you cannot 
‘bat know, if you give diligence to reading the 
divine eractes, that. the Holy Spirit, in very 
warm and pathetic manner addresses you, in va- 
rious places, relative to the many duties you are 
. bound to discharge to your beloved pastor as a 

‘> church of Christ committed to his care. May 1 

_ take the tiberty to presume that it will beiaccep- 
' tableto you, could I drop any thing among you, 
which may’contribute to your knowledge of those 
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—— 


duties devolving on you, and provoke you to such 
a conduct’ as may, under a divine influence pro- 
mote the joy and comfort of your pastor, and of 
each other in the holy relationship which you 
sustain. I ‘have no ground to conclude that you 

_have'acted insincerely in the solemn transactions 
of this day, and consequently flatter myself, that 
whatever may be delivered, consistent with divine 
revelation, will be duly regarded and constantly 
practiced by you, without which I should but la- 
bour in vain, and spend my strength for nought: 
And you will be guilty of tempting the Holy One 
of Israel, of abusing his institutions, of slight- 
ing his word, and of using hypocrisy and deceit. 


' I know not how to address you in language 


more proper, than in the words first read over to 
_ you. They are a part of the apostle’s address to 
the flourishing church at Thessalonica, and con- 
tain important counsel and advice to every society 


after God’s own heartys The apostle delivers this 


ning, and Gondescending manner, ‘‘ We beseech 
you, brethren.”’ He calls them Brethren,”’ 
to let them know not only that they stood ia the 
same relation to Géd the Father with himself, 


but also to acquaint them: how much he loved 
FF? 


of believers, who are favoured with a minister . 


wholesome advice in.the most affectionate, wit- 
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G4 MINISTERS ARE RULERS | 
and esteemed them. We desire or entreat you, 
not as those who would be lords over your faith, 
or sit as,tyrants in your consciences, but as thosé 
who are helpers of your joy, and would be in- 
strumental in guiding you aright in all things. 
Next follows the exhortation, “To know them 
that labour among them, and.are over them in 
the Lord, and admonish them, and to esteem — 
them very highly in love, for their works’ eer 

Where observe, - 

First, The station of snes and overseers in 
the church: they are said to be ovea THEM IN 
TaB LorD. Not that they have dominion over 
their faith, or power to impose laws upon them 
which have no foundation in the word of God ; 
bat they are over them, to rule and govern them, 

' to guide, direct, and go before them, to watch 
over them, take cognizance ef their sins, and to 
administer seasonable reproof. Hence they are 

said to rule over them.” . Heb, xiij..17, And 

we read of those that *‘ rule well.’’ 1 Tim. v. 17, 

Moreover, they are said to’ be “‘over them in the 

Lord ;’’ to shew that their qualifications for, and 

commission to their work is from the Lord. Eph. 

iv, Lk, 12. Matt. xxviii. 19,20. As also to 

at | teach us that they are invested with full power and 

ae authority from him to administer the word and' 
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ordinances of his house, and to govern his people 
righteousness.—We have, 

‘ Secondly, The nature of the ministerial em- 
ployment.—-A work and labour. It would be 
almost endless, as ‘well as néediess to refer to all 
the passages in the New Testament where ‘this 
word is used in speaking of the calling of a pas- 
tor: ‘It is:cajled, * A labouring in the word and 
doctrine,” 4 Tim. v. 17. teshew that the ser- 
-vants of the living God. have'to dig deep into the 
golden mines of the scriptures, to the end that 
as. “‘ gdod workmen that need not be ashamed ; yy 
and ‘fas faithful) and wise stewards,” 
_ themselvesto God, and to every man’s conscience 
in the sight of God; -rightly dividing the word of 
truth, and giving to every one their portion of 
meat in due season. Luke xii. 42. / 2 Tim. ii. 


15. They have'to labour to find out what is most | 


needful, and seasonable for the flock :—-To labour 
_ jin searching out proper portions of scriptures and 
when found; to labour to come at the meaning of 
the Holy Spirit in them:—To labour in collecting 
their several ideas; together, and in arranging 
them in their proper order ;—To labour in fixing 


such idéas upon the mind, and in finding out ae- , | 


ceptable words adapted to the weak capacities of 
the flock :—They labour in prayer and suppli- 
| FS | 
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MINISTERS ARE (LABOURERS, 

cation to God, and with the people; alee, in: éx- 
hortation, caution, and reptoof, that each may 
walk in ‘his own place They labour with the 
judgment of their flock; to: inform-and rectify 
them ; with their wilisy:to reconcilethem to thie 
truth, and persuade to a diligent perfarmanee 
daty >—They labour with their affections,: to draw 
them from things below, and excite them tothings 
above ‘They have to ‘labour also with. theib 
tempers and) dispositions,’ anti the corruptions; 
and ‘hard ‘and ungrateful «speeches, iand» titre 
christian ‘behaviour of ‘their 
dure, labour under, &nd grapple with all this, 
and much siore of the like nature;: will, rwhen 
tightly considered, plainly: shew how unjust an 
idea such:form of the ministerial work, who look 
upon it to be'an indolent, lazy callings) 
Moreover, they dre‘said,’ labour @mong 
which, 1 think, shews that they. dwelt 
among them, and were daily conversant with 
them ; indeed, where else should: 
nisters reside; but with and among thosé they 
feed with the divine word and ordinances? Can 
_ it be thought that they can, « proper manne, 
over their conduct; and look their 
state, sympathize with, comfort, instruct, reprove 
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DUTIES OF ‘THE CHURCH. 67 
ov Third}y,., The daties specified which are in- 
cumbent upon'a church of Christ towards those 
First,» To.know them,”:. By:whicheannot 

understood simply a knowledge of their per- 
“gona; or (places of abodes forithisthey could not | 
hat know. alecady, it intends;the 
potice they were to take of them; and the fami- 
liarity and Christian freedom they ought to use 
with théem,,at.ell times, and all occasions ; 
bearing them upop, their hearts, and striving.to | 
do them all the good that lies within their power. 
"Phis’is‘ the duty’ of ‘all’ Christians’ one towards 
another, : is it the duty of the 
Saihts towards the ministers of Christ ; and still 
most of all so, ‘to those from whose a 
we Constant benefit, 
_ Secondly, They are ‘to be esteemed very 
‘highly in love; for their works’ sake."—Esteemis > 
‘the saibts, but'it is due to gospel mi- 
“nisters‘in’a pecaliar manner. These are not only 
to be * esteemed,” but “esteetied very highly,” 
with adegree of esteem much above, (though of 
the same kind). with that: we owe to one another 
(aS saints; and: this om:accoynt:of their superior 
dignity and usefulness:jn' the house of God. Es- 
isto be accompanied with, or spring from 
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Jove; esteem them very highiy'in love,” Love 
is a debt the’saints owe, ‘and ought dis- 
charge to. the ‘faithful-labourere ‘of Christ; and 
workmen inthe sanctuary of his holiness; and 


that which renders the’ debt of ‘love greater from * 


the saints to the ministers of the gospel, is their 
Christ to the churches for their good.—The doe- 


tine contaified in the words of our text is; © 


_ DOCTRINE." 


That, it is the achurch of 
Christ to manifest an affectionate regard, and. un- 
dissembled love and esteem to.those, who labour 
amopg. them, in word and doctrine, . 

In banding, which doctrine, 1 shall attempt 


To:pointout the. manner it whicha church's 


love aud regard for her, pastor discovers itself, 


‘I shall endeavour to provoke to such,a.con- 


point out the manner in which a church's 


principle of love. and regard. is discernible, the 
‘following may be looked upen as genuineand true. 
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In behaving to: your, Pastor..with that 


BEVSRENCE AND HONOUR, that his walk, charac- 
ter, and lofty employment demand... > 
proper degtee. of reverence and submission 
is dhe to those who rule and govern ina citi] sense, 
as is evident from Rom. xiv. L. then surely it can- 
higher sense, and of a more exalted order, are 
Rot worthy of proper degree: of honour and 
respect, from those who are committed to their 
over :thiems Heb. xiii..17. And: ind. Tim. v. 
be counted worthy of double»honour.” Nor is 
it to be thought that the respect:and honour due 


te >the: ministers. of Christ, ahd the Pastors: of 


‘particular churches, is less at this day than it 
was ithen, seeing teey:are qualified for, and com- 
missioried:to the same work, by the same Divine 


may safely conclude that what was given in 


commiand, or advice, then: to the churches, was. 


end of‘the:world. 
By boooar and reverence, 


Agent as were the Apostles of Jesus; So that we 
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they were their domestic servants. Avoid such 


 tanee.s: Without, this:you-may certainly expect 
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70 


the duty of ‘¢hareh-t members to cringe, 


bow: to their Pastors,: and address them ‘with 
compliments, ‘as often as ‘they meet them :—-for 


this és nothing bat foppery, and what, I dare say, 
_ your Pastor: will neither desire, nor expect:—Nor 


dol think that it is to be carried to such a pitch, - 


as to dréad the presence, ‘and shan the company 
and coriversation of the Ministers of Christ; forthis 
is*no other'than-mere: slavery: and bondage; and 


anil affect! Pai 
abhor, as having no better tendency than to curtail 


his usefalness, and to make those under his care 


like so' many criminals in a prison, rather than 
children family. \But'iwhen saythat they 
should behave to him with reverence and honour, 
my meaning is that they should view him ‘in his 


proper character, and ‘cossider hity as one) set 


over them in the Lord. Be advised, my: Brethren, 


to guard/agaimst that-undue freedom and unbe- 
coming familiarity that many take with their ‘Pas- 
tors, évenas though they were their equals; 


I may add, that there are many charch- members 
who speak:to, and behave before their ministers 
with as much indecency and radeness as:though — 


a conduct with detestation. Keep your due dis¢ 
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that your dear Pastor will loose his authority in ~ 


the house. of God:—His ministry will be little 
regarded by yous—His private conversation will - 
ef small concern:—His oceasional exhortations 
you will despise:—His kind entreaties you. will 
laagh at:——His faithful repreofs you will disdain; 
as well. as pour contempt and. reproach upon the 
ordinances and counsels of the Most High.: > 

os», Your affection for your Pastor will be seen, 


in speaking of him to others with a proper degree 


providence.so orders it, that in company you have. 
occasion -to, mention your Pastor in reference 
either to his person, qualifications, ministry, or 
conversation, always study to de it in the most 
favourable manner. It is in the nature of love 
to hide a multitude of sins, or\infirmities 4. Pet. 
iv, 83.then much niore the infirmities of gospel 


ministers. Be exhorted to guardagainst the con- _ 
duct of too many members of churches who are 


so shamefully guilty at this day -in endeavouring. 


to make every thing look mean and contemptible 


that, is said. or doneby their. ‘Pastors;, who have 


 in-every. company something that is diminutive, 
and reflecting to say of him... Jf you must needs 


advance something about him, let it concern his 
excellencies, and usefulness:—And:if you. have 


Caution, Decency, and ‘Respect... Wherever. - 
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72 SPEAK OF HIM WITH RESPECT. 
- eecasion to speak of his weaknesses, do it with 
that “charity that believeth and hopeth all 
things.” The word of God forbids speaking evil 
of any man, much more of our fellow-christians, 
and most of all of them who labour among us, and 
watch for our souls.’ In all probability the 
number of those without, who will use great free- 
dom in reproaching your dear Pastor will be great 
enough, without the addition of you to that num- 
ber. Nor can any better consequences follow 
such aconduct, than to set the hearts of others both 
against him and you; to harden your own hearts, 
‘and to alienate your minds from your Pastor ; 
to grieve and vex his-mind; and to provoke the 
Spirit of God to withdraw his influences from 
you. | 

“fake @ view of the Corinthian church, who 
notwithstanding all that the Apostle had done for 
them in calling and building them up, yet when . 
a little abated in their love to him, they mast 
needs let him know that ** His bodily presence 
was weak, and his speech contemptible,”. 2 Cor. 
x. 10. But rather my brethfen, do you let ev¥éry 
one’s é¢yes and ears be'privy to the unfeigned 
love anti esteem which you bear to him who has 
this day taken the charge of your souls, and whose 
time“ and strength is set apart for your good.— 
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love to your pastor will fartherappear, 
in tarning a deaf ear to any unjust reflections cast 
upon him from what quarter soever they .may 
proceed. That reports of this nature will be 
circulated is beyond all doubt. The men of the 
‘world, both the wicked, and carnal professors, are 
very liberal in pouring out their abominable lies 
upon the people of God, and more especially upon 
those who are set for the defence of the gospel. 
4f your pastor is upright and faithful in declaring 
all the: counsel Of God 5 if he make it his busi- 
hess to lay open the nature of sin in its true 
light ; if he point out the forlorn and helpless 
state of man asa fallen creature; if he preach 
Christ Jesus as the alone Saviour of sinners, to the 
utter exclusion of men’s works; if he is open and 
and clear upon the grand doctrines of grace, with- 
al, be careful to explaia the nature of the divine 
law, and transcribe the law of love into his life and 
conversation ; | say if this is his conduct, nothing is 
more certain than that he will expose himself to 
the ill-will and rage of -his enemies, who will spare — 
no"pains, as influenced by the spirit of darkness, 
to render bis name, character, and employment, 
_ odious and contemptible... ‘Their. cry will . be, 
“€ Report, and we will report.’”’ Jer. xx. 10. But 
what is your duty when this is the case? To give 
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© Not to receive an accusation against) an 


attention to, and ‘indulge the vile’ reflections ? 
Nay, but rather to act trae: citizens of 
Zion,” who take not up a reproach against their 
neighbour. Psal. xv. 3: “You ought constantly to 
attend to the advice of the apostle in 1 Tim) v. 


elder, but before two'or three witnesses.” The 
same caution also should be used by you respect- 
ing any thing you hear of others among your- 

pélves. It is an evident’ demonstration of the 
want of love among church-members to their 
pastor, when their ears are open to every ground- 
Jéss scandal cast'upon him, which it is not in his 
power to prevent: also, when there appears a 
painful ‘itch, if not to blaze abroad the matter, 


‘yet to be whispering about it in the ear of this 


and the other select friend. If at any time you 
have sufficient ground to believe that there may 
be too much truth in such reports, yet love will 
dictate to you to keep the thing’as secret as possi- 

ble, andto take the Srst opportunity of relating your 
uneasiness t6 your pastor face to face. How 
happy might pastors and people be in the enjoy- 
ment of each other, were’ there but more atten- 
tion paid to this part of our conduct in the house 
of God: thétontrary justly entitles to the hateful 
character of ** An encourager of lies, and a tale- 


MANIFEST, CHRISTIAN, SYMPATHRY,. i> 


bearer,” Prov, xviii. 8. Whoever is guilty of 
this lisseness, can expect, no better than to harden. 
his. own!, heart... prejudice the..minds of others, 
very-much, distress and, grieve ‘the, soul of, his. 
pestor; and cause divisions. god-animosities i in the, 
chuteh.,, But E hope better things of you, though 


ahee, that, your regard for your, 
pastoris stich-as will: prove, an effectual, antidote. 


against every, thing of this kind. | . 

Your love to \your/pastor will evidence itself. 
idfeéling a:proper degree of, gympathy and com-. 
passion for; bim,in.all -his distresses. You will do. 
well:to agninst the,mistaken nation of too. 
mapy,iwho are willing to think that the ministers. 


of (the gospel. are above, the reach of every thing 


that, renders a. man the proper.object of eompas- 


sions!) Some, are, phink that the attain-— 
ments of ministers,in the divine.life, and that their. 


victary Dver sin, she, world, and the devil, to be 
sich, set.them, beyond, the, limits. of grief and. 
sonrow Brethren, Jo,pot, entertain this ground-. 
your pastor may moxe, engnent in knowledge, 


and peshaps ithe of. | gnare,grace than most. 
ofeeyous sil he.is of rpassions with, 


yourselves: sdbject.to the, .pame,infirmities that 


youlare ‘aed to say, incident ta. 
G 


+ 


4 * . % 
- 
« 


i 


76 MANIFEST CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY. 


greater trials in some respects than you can be. 
Have you a rebellious will, corrupt: affections, 
and indeed a depraved nature to complain of? 
So has he. I doubt not but he has often occasion 
to say with Paul, “ But I see another law in my 
members warring against the law of my mind— 
O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me 
from the body of this death ?” Rom. vii. 23, 24. 
Are you buffeted with the temptations, and shot 
at by the enemy with his fiery darts? Doubtless 
he is the same. Did so yreat a manas Paul 
feel a thorn in his flesh, the messenger of Satan 
sent to buffet him? 2 Cor, xii. 7. And can it 
be thought that your pastor will live and die ig- 
norant of this? Nay, I cannot think the “Old 
Serpent” will be so friendly to him. Have you 
to complain of a bewitching world that draws 
your hearts aside from God, and alienates your 
minds too much from things above? Is it a 
difficult matter for you to hold on your way, and 
to keep your garments clean and unspotted from 
the world? This I dare venture to say is, and 
will be his case also. Is tribulation and persecution 
your lot? Surely it will be his also in one form 
or another. Have you to complain of deadness, 
coldness, and carnality in duty, of a wandering 
mind, and an evil heart of unbelief in departipg- 
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from the living God?) mueh-question whether 
he has not the same. Areyour minds cast down 
with fear and distress in reference-to interest 
in Christ? It.is not every gospel minister that 
is quite free from these troublesome companions, 
Have you the weight and care of immortal souls 
committed to your hands?) Youhave not. Be- 
sides every other burden the Apostle had to bear, 
he adds, ‘* That which cometh on me daily, the 
care of all the churehes,’’ 2 Cor, xi. 28. 1 Tim, 
iii. 5. Have you, in order to prepare a portion 
of meat.in dae season, to Jabour in the midst of 
darkness, unbelief, and temptation as if you were 
*“inclosed in hewn stone?’? Lam.iii.9. You have 
not. But your pastor has at times unless he be more 
highly favoured than most of the servantsof Christ. 
Do you know what it isto enter the pulpit with a 
trembling heart, a burdened soul, @ distracted 
mind? Youde not. But many of God’s dear 
servants do. Do you know what it is to return 
_from the pulpit to the closet with this mournful 
complaint, **Who hath believed our report, | and 
to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed:’’ And 
“J bave laboured in vain, and spent my strength 
for nought, and in vain.” You do net. But 
nota few of the faithful messengers of Christ 


have had occasion thus to lament, Isa. litt. L. Ane 
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your pastor cannot promise himself that this shall 


never be his case.» If this is the case with the 
ministers of the gospel, thensurely they are the 
proper subjects of sympathy and compassion. 
When you observe your Pastor sunk in his spirits, 
and hear him making bitter complaints, look not 
upon him, brethren, with indifference, or turn 
your head from him. No, let his case affect your 
minds and lead you to condolence with him. 
Endeavour to comfort him with seasonable words, 
and to support kis mind with wholesome counsel 
in all his trials and wfflictions. Little do many 
think how much depends upon what I now Y 
commend ! 

5. The love and esteem so ) strenuously recon 
mended in our text, will discover itself in a cor- 
dial reception of reproof from your pastor. It 
will tend much to your honour and to his happi- 
ness ; if your conduct be inall respects such that you 
are unblameable, and unreproveable before God 
and men. It will be no small pleasure to his 
soul thus to be set at liberty from this unpleasant 
task. But this is more than what canbe reasonably 
expected, ht may be justly supposed that such things 
will occur among you from time to time, as will 
Jay him underian indispensable obligation to put 
in practice the Apostle’s injunction. 2 ‘Tim, jv. 
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z, **Reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all long suf- 
fering and doctrine.”’.. And wherever this is the 
case it will contribute no little to your honour 
and advantage, to receive it kindly from him; 
and without which you can never sufficiently tes~ 
tify your love to him, and to the truth. Ever 
avoid that hateful conduct of which too many even 
good people have fallen into; either wholly deny- 
ing the fact, or going about to extenuate it; or 
else by endeavouring to excuse themselves by a 
sort of necessity they suppose they are under of 
stepping aside; or by mentioning the miscarriages 
of others ; or which is common enough to endea- 
vour to mark some flaw in the conduct of their 
pastor. Iilow abominable is such a proceeding! 
How painful and wounding must it be tu an af- 
fectionate and tender-hearted minister. Let the 
contrary conduct ever appear in you; and think 
yourselves happy if God have given you a pastor 
who ‘will not suffer sin upon you. How deplora- 
ble the state of these churches where the direct 
contrary of this is the ease! They have indeed 
pastors over them, but alas they give themselves 
no concern about the flock: the sins and shame- 
ful conduct of many is no pain of mind to'them! 
They may pursue the ways of darkness with un- 
controulable freedom! ‘They will visit, converse 
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with, and freely admit them, to the Lord's ‘table 
without the least reproof! Consider such a situa- 
tion, and it will stir you up-highly to esteem your 
pastor, and kindly to accept of bis reproofs— 
Psalm cxli. 5. | 
6. Your love to your pastor will appear in: 
humbly ‘asking advice and counsel at his mouth 
as occasion may require. Notwithstanding you 
are the subjects of divine light, and have know- 
ledge and understanding given you of God whereby 
you are able to discern many things in a proper 
manner; yet it as possible for you in many things 
to mistake, and turn aside out of the way wherein 
you should go. Therefore it not only may, but 
certainly will happen, that you will stand in need 
of wholesome advice and direction, to the end 
that you may keep a conscience void of offence. 
And who so likely to apply to as your pastor? If 
he be capable of instructing you publicly, why 
not in a more private manner? I would, there- 
fore, recommend it to you in the strongest terms, 
to do him the honour, and yourselves the happi- 
ness to acquaint him in time with your difficulties. 
] persuade myself that it will bea pleasure to bis 
soul to lend you all the assistance he is capable 
of; and it will be a convincing proof of your 
humility, tenderness of conscience, and love ta 
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his person, and of the high opinion you eater- 


tain of his abilities. You are to look upon him, 
and treat him as an interpreter sent from God, 
one of a thousand to shew unto you the way 
in which you should walk. The contrary of 
this will fully demonstrate that you undervalue 
your pastor, despise his abilities, and trample 
the office wherewith he is invested under your 
feet. By asking his advice and counsel, | do 
not mean that you should perplex his mind, and 


consume his time with every needless trifle and 


curious enquiry, which might rather gender strife 
and contention, than godly edifying ; but rather 
those more weighty matters in reference to doc- 
trine and practice, which have a tendency to es- 
tablish the conduct, and order the conversation 
according to the word of God. This would tend 
greatly to your growth in grace and knowledge, 
and be the means of a more desirable freedom be- 
tween you and your pastor; and could not fail 
very much to improve his ministerial abilities, and 
brighten his talents for his great work; while it 


fully demonstrated that your own welfare, the 
credit of religion, and the glory of God lay near 


your hearts, 
Notwithstanding all that I have said under this 


particular, I would not have you to think that he 
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is atwavys capable of giving you advice upon 
every thing that may be laid before him. This is 
a hurtful mistake im many. Or that his judge- 
ment is infallible. “This I am confident his soul 
abhors. But whatsoever counsel you receive from: 


him upon any head that appears to be according 


to the mind of God, let love to him und the truth 
inspire your minds to receive and prosecute it, 


_ otherwise your enquiries will appear to be founded 


in nothing but ‘+hypoctisy and deceit,: hike those — 
of the Jews to Jeremiah. Jer. xlii. 1. &e. 
7. Your love to your pastor will shew itself 
not only in asking, but-also in viving him a word 
of advice when necessity calls for it... Ministers. 
as well as others ‘ate not perfeet in knowledge; 
they see but in part: 1 Cor xiii: 9. Sin dwells 
in their hearts, and darkness lodges in their’un- 
derstandings, and therefore they are liable to err 
as well as other men. Though ‘they are over- 
seers ‘in'the ‘house of God, \watebmen upon the 
walls of Zion, ‘and ‘pastors according to God’s 
own heart, ‘sent forth to! feed the ¢lrurch: with 
knowledge and ‘understanding: yet being im- 
perfect in knowledge, and the subjects of strong 
corruptions, they often need a word from their 
brethren.’ ‘When the two 'Tent-makers had heard 
Apollos, though’ he ‘wes an’ eloquént man, and 
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mighty in the Scriptures, yet perceiving that he 
stood in need of being further instructed, “ They 
took him unto them, and expounded unto 
him the way of God more perfeetly.”’ Acts. xviii. 
26. What a friendly part was this! Nor do we 
hear that he refused their counsel, or thought 
humself above their advice. Go you and do like- 
wise, my brethren, when you observe a word of 
advice is needful to your Pastor: only take care 
that your counsel be accompanied with that wis- 
dom, humility, everence, and good-humour, 
that becomes you in all your addresses to him. 
As I look upon this to be your duty, so I am far 
from thinking it will be disagreeable to him. 
Charity constrains me to‘conclude that he is too 
sensible of hisown imperfections, and too desirous 
of steering his course according to God’s word, tw 
take umbrage at such a procedure even from the 
weakest among you. Such conduct will give 
him full proof that you are tenderly concerned 
for the peace of his mind, the preservation of his 
character, the interest of religion, and the glory 
of God. 

8. If your regard for your pastor be genuine, 
it will not fail to shew itself in an honourable dis- 
charge of your dutyin the houseof God. Whatever 
pretensions to love you may makein other respects. 
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you'will give him too. much liberty to call ‘in 
question the reality of At, if your seats in the 
sanctuary are frequently empty. I doubt not but 
one principal part of your pastor’s time will be 
‘set apart evergweek, in studying the word of God, 
in order that he may make ready for you his dear 
flock, a portion of meat, and come forth every 
Sabbath in the fulness of the blessing of the gos- 
pel of Christ. _I:have confidence in him that he 
will ‘Study to shew himself approved unto God, 
a workman that needs not to be ashamed.’’—And 
that like “‘A wise scribe well instructed unto the 
kingdom of God,’ he will endeavour and make 
it his’ constant, care, “*To bring out of his 
treasury things new ‘and old.” But what a 
painful and trying situation must it be to him, 
after all his toil and industry, accompanied 
. with many prayers and tears fur your welfare, 


when he comes into the house of the Lord, with © 


earnest breathings to Ged that he may be instru- 
mental in doing you mach good that day, he has 
the mortification to see that many of you are not 
there. Or if he sees you at all, it is only alittle 
in the latter part of the day ; a shameful custom 
and much in fashion among church-members at 
this time. Persons of this stamp put it out of 
their pastor’s power to'discharge the duties of 
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their office in a proper manner to them. The 
jsame may be said in regard to church- meetings, 
and meetings for prayer and conference. Yourpas- 
tor may justly expect your attendance there ; and 
love to him, as well.as your duty to God oblige 
)you to it. But how grieving must it be to his 
mind, .as well as sinking to his spirits, when the 
appointed hour comesand he finds perhaps only one 
half of you present to assist in the work. There 
irregularities to correct, offended breth- 
ren to reconcile, cases of conscience to resolve, 
and other affairs to attend to; and yet one excu- 
ses himself with one trifle, and another, with 
another, so that the whole burden devolves upon 
himself and a few brethren only. What con- 
clusions can he be thought to draw should this 
be his sorrowful case. Can he think that you traly 
esteem him when you thus act? Or will he not 
‘have just cause to call the sincerity of yoar re- 
gard in question? Q! my brethren let me be- 
seech you in the bowels of Christ Jesus, for the 
truth’s sake, and the prosperity of your own 
souls, if you have any value:for your pastor, any 
desire for the comfort and happiness of his 
mind, and any sympathy for him in his labours, 
that you would present yourselves before God in 


his house on all occasins.... Never bé wanting 
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there, but when you can before God excuse 
yourselves, and say, “‘ Lord thou knowest that: I 
could not attend at this oppertunity.”” You have 
- given yourselves up to one another by the will 
of God, to walk together, and to worship toge- 
in this place ; be careful therefore ‘that: you 
abide firm by your covenant engagements: ‘ Not 
forsaking the assembling of yourselves together 
as the mannerof some is.” Heb. x. 25. | Let 
your conduct be formed after the pattern recorded 
in Acts x. 33. “ We areall here present before 
God, to hear all things that are commanded thee 
of God.” Be ready to attend every message that 
is sent you from God by his servant, otherwise 
you will be guilty of despising the good news, and 
of quenching the Holy Spirit. | Always shew a 
forwardness to attend religious 
stated and occasional. 
. Let your conduct declare your of 
that wretched, though common ‘castom of com~ 
ing to the worship of God after the due time. 
Never be guilty, if possible of discomposing the 
minds of both pastor and people in the solemn 
work of prayer, Take care that you burden not 
your pastor’s mind by sleeping, or gazing about 
you while he is delivering the solemn messages of 
truth. And be always willing and forward to as- 
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sist at: your church. meetings, with your prayers 


and So will you cause his heart 
ta! fill: his'mind with thanks: 


‘Bat, you) woald wound: his and 


his »Spirit; you would) load him with 
misery,/and: fll his heart; with sorrow ; if you 
would make his work a torment, and his situation 
a ptison 3) let thecreverse to all) this be your prac- 
tied "When ithe Sabbath comes sit-down at home, 
opattend upomsome other minister; or if you at- 
tend :at ally let be only inthe afternoon, pay 


"proper: time, or a becoming | 
haviour inthe ‘hord’s house, if would pierce 


himtorthe soul) Take po care to be present at 
preparation» meetings any trifle prevail with 
you to absent yourselves: andvifvbe put you in 
mind of your. daty;* yow'may tell him “that you 


will not’ be bound to give a wonstant attendance, 


you will have the liberty to hear where you please 


or’ w! Lord’s day; without being controuled by » 
anyone’? And that your business and circum- — 


stances:in: life are such that you have no opportu- 
nityfor charch-meetings.” I say, if you would 


give deadly wound must act after this 


mannery But; my dear brethren, hope better 
things of you, though I thus speak. J hope you 
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will not fail to give sutlicient testimony of: 
your love to him and the ways of God, by'a: 
contrary conduct, and that; like that mother’ in: 
Israel], of whom mention is made in Luke ii» 387,» 
*‘ You will not depart from the temple of God, 
but serve God night and day in his-house.”? ‘This: 
will sweetly draw your pastor’s mind to lay him-— 
self out to the uttermost for your profit. It -will 
give him pleasure to study the Scriptures. His: 
heart will glow with holy warmth when the Sabs:: 
bath draws nigh. It will’ be his:meat 
drink to preach among you the unsearchable | 
riches of Christ.. He will freely spend:and be 
spent for you; and.he will aéither~ think: time 
too long, pains too great, nor ‘trouble.too much, 
may he but have the comfort of thus seeing your 
love towards him evident.» 
9. Your love will further, appeér, in freély, 
and cheerfully relating to him the state of your 
souls at everyseasonable opportunity. We havethis. 
day been witnesses tothe solemnsurrenderyou have. 
made of yourselves to him. . You have, put your-. 
selves under his care, as one who according to 
your own confession is qualified to go before you; 
to ministeramong you in holy things; to watch 
over your souls; and to feed you with the whole- 


some words of sound doctrine: And he has 
freely accepted the charge; granted your request ; 
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and is become chargeable with your souls. He 
néw sustains the characterof a shepherd, a pastor, 
a bishop,; and overseer among you in the Lord. 

This work he can never discharge in a proper. 

manner, nor be honourable im these relations, 

unless he make it his business as opportunity. 

serves to examine into your state, and make en- 

quiry-how the Spirit’s work goes.on in your hearts. 
But “his knowledge and satisfaction herein you 
must know, will entirely depend upon your free- 
dom, and openness of heart in laying ares cases 
before him. 

_ For ministers to enquire into the state of eheis 
people, and for those under their care to open 
their hearts unto them with freedom, is a prac- 
tice that I fear is too much laid aside at this day, 
and without doubt may be justly assigned as one 
cause of that general declension in the vitals of 
religion so apparent every where. I hope it will 
not be so among you, I trust your dear pastor 
will be more concerned to edify your souls, than 
to display his parts: that one great end he will 
keep in view will be to build you up on your most 
holy faith, which things it cannot be thought he 
can so well accomplish without a particular know- 
ledge at every proper season, how it is with you 


inthe innerman. He is your spiritual physician, 
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and ought to be acquainted with your state. How » 
much must it be to the satisfaction of a faithful | 
minister to know, that while he is studying»for, 
and speaking to his people, that his labours are’ 
crowned for their daily good. He is not only ‘*to. 
give you a portion of meat, but to give it in due. 
season.” Luke xii. 42. He is to sympathize 
with you in every condition :—To bear you upon . 
his heart at a throne of grace, in a way of 
petition, and thanksgiving: To adapt his con- 
versation, and ministrationsto your circumstances. 
But how can these things be without a particular 
knowledge of your state? And how much more 
must it be to your profit when his words both: in 
public and in private are suited to your condition. 
if at times you observe a backwardness to enquire 
of you, enter upon something of an experimen- 
tal nature yourselves, which will tena to revive 
his soul, strengthen his hands, and prevent the 
‘painful thought that he labours in vain, yaa 
spends his strength for nought. oo Ladle 
10. If you love your pastor truly, bear hie 
. upon your hearts at a throne of grace. This was 
a favour that the great Apostle Paul much valued; 
and often requested of the churches of Christ: 
” Praying also for us, that God would open anto 
us a dvor of utterance, to speak the mystery of 
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Christ. « And for me, that utterance may be given. 


me,; that 1 may,open my mouth boldly, to make 
known the: mystery of the gospel.”’ Col. iv. 3. 
Eph. vi. 19. ‘Finally, brethren, pray for us, 
that the word of the Lord may have free course, 
and be glorified even as it is with you. And that 
we maybe delivered from unreasonable and 
wicked men.”’ 2 Thess. iii. 1, 2. See in what 
a pathetic manner he addresses the church at 
Rome on this head. Rom. xv. 30. Now I 
beseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus Christ’s 
sake, and for the love of the Spirit, that ye strive 
together with me in, your prayers for me.”” And 
when writing to Philemon, verse 22, he tells him 
that “* he trusts to be given:to him, and those 
with him, through their prayers.”’ Now if such 
a champion in the gospel as, Paul, stood in so 
much; need of the prayers of the saints, what 
may be said of such as us, whose abilities for the 
great work are in many respects so far inferior to 
his. You are to remember that the treasures of 
wisdum and knowledge, sufficient to qualify him 
for the important work whereto you have called 
him, are in the hands of Christ. It is he who 
has received gifts for, and bestows them upon 
anep, and who.alone can make them “ able mi- 


nisters of the New Testament.” They are not 
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sufficient for these things of themselves, al] their 
sufficiency isoef God. Be entreated then to pray 
for your pastor, in your closets, in your families, 
and at your church-meetings, that his ministerial 
abilities may be continued, and daily increase ; 
that he may be assisted, and directed in all his 
studies to proper portions of Scripture; to 
form just ideas of every subject; that he may 
have much holy warmth and pleasure in his me- 
ditation ; great liberty and boldness in public; 
much strength to go through his work, and to 
bear up under the trials he may meet with in the 
way for Christ’s sake ; the evil of the world and 
all temptations :—That he may be able also to 
support his character, and to put to silence with 
a good conscience, all the false aecusations of 
men. You will be doubtless very desirous that 
he should grow in his ministerial abilities, and 
‘‘approve himself unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth:’”’ You will expect that “‘like a wise 
scribe well-instructed unto the kingdom of God 
he should bring out of his treasury things new 
and old.’’ You will each of you expect a por- 
tion of meat in due season.” It will be very de- 
sirable for you, that he should always be in a 


capacity to solve your doubts, remove your objec- 
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tions, and answer your queries. It cannot surely 
be contrary to your inclinations that he should 
enjoy a large measure of the Spirit of God, and 
of the spirit of prayer and supplication, that so 
he may think upon, and lay all your cases before 
his heavenly Father in a pertinent affectionate 
manner. But can all this be expected if you 
neglect so necessary a duty as daily to pray for 
him. If you are negligent, careless, and indif- 
ferent about praying for your pastor, you need not 
wonder to hear him complain of being bound up, 
and contracted both in private and in public. If 
you neglect to pray for him, you neglect to pray 
fur yourselves: and you need not be much sur- 
prised if ‘you receive little or no benefit from his 
public or private labours. Be not as those who 
falsely imagine that ministers are always at liberty, 
and prepared for the discharge of their duty. 
From such as these, I never expect much help 
before the throne. Could I convey to you a pro- 
per idea of what the Watchmen of Zion undergo 
at certain times, both in the closet and in the 
pulpit, I cannot forbear thinking that it would 
affect your hearts, and open your mouths before 
God for your pastor without any other motive to 
induce you. QO! that I might prevail with you 
to be diligent in this good work, not only wher 
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you are to take care that while he looks after 
your souls, that you attend to the temporal wants 
of himself and his family. Is it his duty to en- 
quire into your spiritual concerns? It is your 
duty also to enquire frequently into his temporal 
concerns. You will remember, that it is his duty 
to provide for those of his own house, as well as 
yours, and to be given to hospitality. He is to 
be an example to the flock in acts of mercy, cha- 
rity, and benevolence, It will tend greatly to 
your advantage, that your pastor be made easy 
and comfortable in his situation ; for without this, 
his mind will be stung with piercing pain, when 
he should enter upon his work both in private and 
in public; his heart will sink, and his spirit 
within him will fail, Fearfulness of becoming a 
scandal to the cause of Christ, will array his 
soul in terror, and he will have sufficient ground 
to call in question the truth of your love to him, 
who, while you have a fulness of every good 
thing, leave him and his to be pinched with want. 
Besides, to remember him in this respect, will 
be greatly to your honour, It will be to your 
praise, to exert yourselves to the utmost of your 
power to make his circumstances easy and com- 
fortable, It must be a very bad spirit that cannot 
endure to see such an one plentifully provided for, 
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whose calling and employment are so honourable. 
See the noble conduct of Onesiphorus who often 
refreshed the apostle, 2 Tim. i. 16, as also the 
Philippians, whgse care of him flourished this 
way. Phil. iv. 10, 16. 

~ 1h I shall endeavour to provoke you te this 
conduct by proper motives. 

1. You will do well often to call to mind that 
your pastor is the free gift of God to you. Faith- 
ful gospel ministers are God’s property, given 
when, and to whom he pleases. ‘* He separates 
them from their mother’s womb, and ordains them 
to preach the everlasting gospel of Christ,’’ Gal. 
1 15. 16. They are “‘ His chosen vessels to 
bear the name of the great Redeemer before the 
Gentiles, and Kings, and the children of Israel.’’ 
Acts ix, 15. It is God who furnishes them with 
a proper stock of ministerial abilities. These 
they have not of themselves, or from other men ; 
but from the “ Father of lights.” Every wise scribe 
who is well instructed to the kingdem, is made 
thoroughly sensible that he has neither wisdom, 
nor prudence of himself to manage this impor- 
tant work; the cry of all such is ** who is suffi- 
cient for these things.” 2 Cor, ii. 16. They are 
willing to acknowledge to a man “ that they are 


not sufficient of themselves, but that all their 
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sufficiency is of God, who maketh them able mi- 
nisters of the New Testament.” 2 Cor. iii. 5, 6. 

And, being properly qualified for the work, he 
sends them out, and bounds the place of their ha- 
bitation where he has employment for them :— 
Bids them speak and not hold their peace :— 
Commands them to preach the preaching that he 
hids them. Jonah iii. 2. And assists them in 
their labours. All which being true of Gospel 
ministers, itmust be very highly provoking to the 
majesty of heaven not to love and highly esteem 
them for their works’ sake, It is to deny, and 
cast his favour in his teeth, which conduct will 
doubtless be resented by him one day. Consider 
brethren, what God has done for you; he has ac. 
complished his ancient promise unto you record- 
ed in Jer. iii. 15.“ 1 will give you pastors ac- 
cording to mine heart, which shall feed you with 
knowledge, and understanding.’’ What greater 


favour could he have bestowed upon you? Had 


he enriched you with gold, and silver, aud all the 


precious things that this world could afford, it 


had been nothing when compared with what he 
has done. What are all riches without that joy- 
ful sound, which gloriously reveals true riches ? 
What greater honour could he have conferred 
upon you? Had he exalted you to — and 
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empires, it had been nothing when compared with 
possessing the gospel of the grace of God. And’ 
what adds to the greatness of the gift is, the sea- 
sonableness of it in respect of you. How lamen- 
table and afflictive was your ease not long ago! 
Providence had: removed your late pastor * from 
among you, who; was the happy instrument of 


uniting you in a church state, at a tine when 


you had not the least prospect of a comfortable 


supply elsewhere. You were as sheep without a: 


shepherd ; left destitute of the word and ordinan- 


ces; had no open vision ; the sabbath came, but 


the joyful sound was fled! You hungered and 


thirsted for the bread and water of life in the or-. 
dinances, but there was no one to spread’ you a: 


table. ‘* As new born babes you desired the sin- 
cere milk of the word,’’ but there was no one, to 


*In page 35, it is remarked that some of the members of 
the church at Halifax had till then communicated with the 
church at Bradford. lt appears however that the Rey. 
Charles Bamford preacted to the Baptist Church at Halifax 
a little while before the period there alluded to, and to him 
Mr. Crabtree refers in this particular. Mr. Bamford soon 
removed to Okenshaw, near Blackburn, and was succeeded 
here by Mr. Wood. After this, he was successively settled 
at Acrington aod at Powl-moor, near Huddersfield ; at which 
last place he died after having spent eleven years hovoura- 
bly and usefully with that people. At Halifax also soon af- 
ter this period several of the members embraced Sandeme-. 
nianism, and there was a secession from the church of nearly 


twenty members. After which Mr. Woed removed to Salen-. 
dine Nook ; and continued the highly esteemed pastor of, 


that respectable church tiJl his death, — 
| 12 
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pity your cries. You looked back on days past 
when the sound of the turtle was heard in the 
sanctuary ; when you went in and out and feund 
pasture. You cried out “O! that we were as 
in months past!’’ But melancholy fear and de- 
spair seized upon you and left your hope feeble. 
and weak. You made the Lord of the harvest 
acquainted with your forlorn cendition : he heard 
your cry, your complaints came up into his 
ears, and he sent you timely relief by the hand of 
him whom you have this day called out to take 
the pastoral charge of you. O! howseasonable, 
how great a mercy do you this day enjoy from 
God in him! He might have utterly rejected 
your complaints, and have written an eternal 
Ichabod’’ upon your doors. Or he might have 
kept you in pain and suspense for many months 
and years before he had sent you relief. But 
O! the wisdom and goodness of our God, in not 
only sending you help, but doing it so quickly !, 
By the hand of one also, from among yourselves, 
whom he had in a great measure fitted for the, 
work before you were left destitute. And had he 
not sent him, who can. tell what the sorrowful 
consequences would have been. He is the gift of 
God unto you ; be entreated to esteem him very. 
highly in love for his works’ sake, lest God. 
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should in anger remove him also, and leave you 
to reflect upon your conduct at the expence of 
your privileges. 


2. Consider that he is Christ’s messenger to. 


you for good. He comes unto you commissioned 


by one of no inferior rank and authority, even: 


the King of Glory, the eternal Son of God; to 
whom all power in heaven and earth is given. 


Matt. xxviii. 18, 20. Jesus Christ has counted 


him faithful to engage in his service, and there- 


fore has committed the gospel of the ever-blessed 


God to his trust, and put him into the ministry. 


1 Tim. i. 11, 12. He now sustains a character: 


no less glorious and honourable, than “ A servant 
of Jesus Christ.”” Rom. i. 1; ‘ A: minister of 
God.”” 2 Cor, vi. And:—* good stew- 
ard of the manifold grace of God.” 1 Pet. iv, 10. 
“* A dispensation of the gospel is committed unto 


him.” 1 Cor. ix. 17. His work is to preach 


“not himself, but Christ Jesus the Lord.” He. 


is to lay open and unfold the glorious mysteries 
of salvation, and declare-all’ the counsel of God 


as revealed in his word. He is commissioned 
from heaven to make known the forlorn and 


wretched state.of man, and his recovery only by 


Christ Jesus. Now, seeing his work is of such. 
vast importance, as concerns the eternal welfare. 
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of souls; and he in whose name he is conie is no 
less a person than Immanuel, who is,equal with 
the Father, surely it ought to be a never failing 
motive toengage your warmest love to, and 
highest esteem for him, The neglect of this, be 
assured will prove very offensive to his Lord and 
Master. When he sends forth his servants to la- 
hour, he tells them that * He that receives them 
receives him; and he that despises them, despi- 
ses both him and his Father.’’ Matt. x. 40. 
Luke x. 16. | 

3. It may be of special use to you in this. 
point to consider how small the number of faith- 
ful ministers is at this day.* In the days of 
Ahab, king of Israel, the prophets of Baal were 
numerous; but the true prophets of the Lord 
were very few. 1 Kings xxil. passim. Even so it 
is now. ‘There are but.few who come in the 
name of God; who clearly and faithfully preach 
Jesus Christ as the way of salvation to lost sin-. 
ners. Most of those. who bear this character, 
have something else in view, either in whole, or 
in part, which they admire above, and substitute 


* i here is reason to apprehend, thatif the worthy, author 
of thissermon were vow living, and could examine into this 
point, he would covelude that faithful gospel ministers were 
much mereased, both in the Establishment, anv alse among 
ting Churches. | 
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in the place of Christ, which is the only name 
under heaven given amongst men whereby we'can 
be saved. Whoever points out any other way of 
safety, cannot properly be stiled ‘* A minister of 
the New Testament,”’ nor “ A servant of Jesus 
Christ.”” And if all those who are determined to 
know something else for life and salvation, than 
Jesus Christ and) him crucified were removed, | 
am apprehensive that comparatively few would be 
left behind. To meet with a minister sound and 
consistent in the faith once,delivered to the saints, 
who holds fast the form of sound words, one who 
will not shun to declare all the counsel of God, 
that will give himself to close study and search- 
ing of the scriptures, and keep back nothing that 
may be profitable to the people, Acts xx. 20, 
27, is a distinguishing privilege. There are but- 
few whose care for the lambs of Christ is natural, 
Phil. ii. 20. who will watch over, and feed the 
church of God with that tenderness and affection 
that are needful. There are but few who can say’ 
with truth, ‘* We seek not yours bué you.” 2 
Cor; xii. 14. And “I will very gladly spend and: 
be spent for you.” v. 15. What reason then 
have those communities who enjoy a pastor’ ac- 
cording to God’s. own heart, to rejoice. and be 
thankful to the Lord, and to discover to such an. 
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one a proper degree of love and esteem. Such 
an one, I hope, God has sent you in mercy. O! 
think well of him; and let your love to him be 
without indifferency, dissimulation, or. intermis- 
sion! How. would many churches, who have 
long been deprived of the blessing of a faithful 
pastor to feed them with the word and ordinances, 
leap for joy to be favoured as-you 
4. Let the reproach and contempt which are 
generally cast upon laborious ministers of Christ 
provoke you to leve him. All those who bear the 
image, profess the name, embrace the gospel, and 
submit to the institutions of Christ, are sure to suf- 
fer for it, and to be accounted as “‘the filth of the 
world, and the offscouring of all things.” This 
has always been the case. Whoever lived godly 
in Christ Jesus and did not suffer persecution ? 
But those whom the Lord sets at the head of his 
spiritual families, to rule and govern in his house 
below, do, in a peculiar manner share in the ca- 
-lumny and reproach of the day. These, as their 
testimony is.more public and open, the hearts of 
the wicked are more-set against them, and their 
mouth opened wider in bitterness and revenge. 
The- devil knows full well that Christ’s ministers 
are leading men in the kingdom of grace ; and 
that his empire suffers more from them than all the - 
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saints besides ; and therefore he endeavours to in- 
flame against them the minds of both profane and 
professors, yea and sometimes the minds of real 
saints, and which comes nearest of all to the 
hearts of their pastors. Great is his rage and: 
bitterness. Your pastor need not expect bet- 
ter treatment than most of his brethren have met 
with. He may be sure, how holily and prudently 
soever he demean himself in the world, and 
in the house of God, he must have his name 
cast out as evil. This was the case with his Lord 
and Master; and he cannot think to be wholly 
excused. It is enough that the servant be as his 
Lord, and the disciple as his master. Then take 
care to confirm your love to him, to the end that 
he may be the better able to bear what falls upon 
him. Want of love and esteem in others is no-. 
thing but what he may look for, and what he may 
easily bear ; but the want of it in you will come 
close home, and lodge near his heart. 

5. Tostir youup to the discharge of this duty, 
you should think upon the relation into which you 
have entered this day. You are not-only the chil- 
renof ONK FATHER, the husband of onNE wiPs, 
members of ONE BODY, but by virtue of your 
mutual agreement this day, he is become your 
SPIRITUAL FATHER, to feed, watch over, suc-. 
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cour, and correct you ; and you are his sP1gITUAL 


CHILDREN. ‘* As ye know, how we exhorted, 
and comforted, and charged every one of you, as. 
a. father doth his children.” 1 Thess. ii. L1. He 
is your pastor and overseer,.and you are his charge: 
—He is your shepherd, and you are his hitle 
flock :—He is your nurse, and you are his little 
ones, who by his instrumentality are to be fed 
with milk and strong meat. And I have confi- 
dence in him, that he will “‘ be gentle among you, 
and cherish you, even as a nurse cherisheth her 
children.” | Thess. ii. 7. . There is good rea- 
son to hope that he will be careful to discharge. 
every trust reposed in him; and to adorn every. 
relation he bears among you with hunour, May: 
1 not also entertain the same favourable opinion 
of you, my brethren, seeing the relation between 
you and your pastor is sostrong? .This should 
move you to guard against and highly to resent 
the least shadow of coldness and indifferency felt 
towards him. | 

6. The encouragement of religion in regard of 
those who are without, has, I apprehend, no. 
small connexion with the conduct I here recom-. 
mend. Though the men of the world consti- 
tute no part of the church of Christ, and though 
they are the enemies of the cross of Christ, and- 
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the implacable foes to the saints of God; yet we 
are to have their good at heart, and to manifest a 
concern for their welfare upon all occasions, when 
it lies in our power. Not only to free the gospel 
from ridicule and slander, but also to gain them 
over to embrace the truth, Now, my brethren, 
if instead of loving, you begin to hate your pas- 
tor—if whilst you should highly esteem him, you 
deeply reproach and bitterly vilify him ; will this 
be the way *‘to walk in wisdom towards them that 
are without ?’’ Col. iv. v. Will this be “ to let 
your light shine before men?” Matt. v. 16. 
Will this be acting in conformity to God, whose 
will it is that ‘ by well-doing you should put to 
silence the ignorance of foolish men?” 1 Pet.ii. 15. 
Without a due respect to the conduct recommend- 
ed, you will be the sebjects of mockery, scorn, 
and derision to all around you. And the profes- 
sion you make, and the doctrines you have es- 
poused wiil be treated with sovereign contempt. 

7. Your honour and reputation among your 
brethren as a church of Christ, should excite 
you to a conscientious discharge of this duty. 
What joy and consolation must it afford to those 
churches who have heen acquainted with you from 
the beginning of your church-state, whose hearts 
ached for you when left destitute of a preached 
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gospel, .-and)who were not wanting to seek ‘unto 
the Lord. on ‘your behalf—i say, what comfort 
must it afford them to hear from time to time, that 


you walk in love one towards another, and espe- 


cially to your dear pastor: That you adorn the 
relation you stand in not only as Christians, but 
as pastor and people, It will gladden the hearts 
of all your distant friends, to hear that you are 
firmly attached to each other, and that you. reci- 
procally discharge the duties incumbent upotr'you, 
in the relation in which you now stand. ‘Tidings 
of this nature wi!l abundantly elevate! the minds 
ef your unworthy brethren, who have been’ 
noured in engaging in the solenin work of this 
day among you. And we'shall think it a suffici- 
ent recompence for-our pains, and take! it as a 
full proof that we: have had a prosperous journey 
to you by the will of God, and oof labour 
was not in vain in the Lord. porate Bl | 
8. Fhe pleasure and satisfaction of your pass 
tor’ s mind in all his labours amvngst you, ‘should 
influence you thus to behave towards him: A 
constant’ and seasonable discharge of the duty re- 
commended, will:have no'small influeuce upon 
your pastor’s'mind. It will inspire his sow! with 
life and vigourin every duty. In his prayers fot 
you he will not be ‘straitened but enlarged. ’ In 
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his, studies, it will be his happiness to reflect that 
he is labouring for a people, in whose, warmest 
affections he has.a place, | When he comes into 
the sanctuary, it will be a great relief to him to 
think, that has now to speak toa people who 
love to hear him :—With those who will not. cri- 
tieize upon his words, or despise his weaknesses, 
end with.scorn cast his message in his teeth. 
my brethren; avoid no, opportunity of attesting 
your love to him, | Let your, conduet be such as 
will not admit.jealousy to enter his heart, If he 
have reason to) believe you to be defective in your 
love,he must be unhappy and miserable as long as 
‘the. thought remains. His time will be a burden: 
His closet a cell of temptation and horror :—The 
pulpit a prison :-—And conversation a torment ! 

The comfort’ and, edification of your own 
thirids very much depends on the dae discharge 
of this duty... Want of love: for your pastor will 
not only very much unfit him for his work, but 
also be, attended, with such. effects.-upon your 
minds, as will in agreat measure reoder his la- 
bours useless unto you. If love is absent, pre+ 
judice,, bitterness, quarrelling spirit will 
for ihe, most, prevail... And where these 
fipd a place she werd has lutle entrance. Whe- 
ther the zinderstanJing, the will, or the affections. 
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are addressed, it matters not, for the word - falls 


_ Tike the rain upon the flinty reck. As you there- 
fore value the edification and consolation of your 
own souls, endeavour to excite, cherish, and pre - 
serve a principle of love and tenderness aigeany 
your pastor. | 

10. In order “hereunto, .often call: to remem: 
vrance the solemn professions you have this day 
made in the awful presence of God, and before 
this assembly. You have in the strongest terms 
intimated your approbation of, ‘and satisfaction 
with him as a teacher sent from God ‘unto you. 
You have unanimously agreed to call him out 
from amongst you to take the pastoral charge of 
you, and have solemnly imvested him with that 
important office: all which abundantly testify, 
that your hearts are towards him as a minister of 
Christ. This you ought daily to call to mind, 
and more especially at atime when any thing 
turns up which would cool your love. Labour 
from time to time that your future conduct may 
sweetly correspond with your proceedings this 
day. 

11. Ever remember, that God will be present 
upon all occasions, to. examide into the ‘truth and 
sincerity of your love to your honoured pastor. 
The Lord dwelleth in Zion. He takes his walks 
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among: the golden candlesticks, He is present 
at all the assemblies of his. people, viewing theit 
outgoings and incomings, taking notice of their 
order; looking into. their hearts to see how they 
stand affected one to another :—To observe how 
they approve of, and behave to those he has sent 
amongst them.:—-What place they have in their 
affections, how they are entertained there :—And 
what demonstrations they give of their love to, 
and regard, for.them his messengers, with 
whem he, bas, entrusted, the glad tidings of salva- 
tion. And’ without doubt, as they are his ser- 
vants, sept in his name, by his authority, and to 
do his work; any degree of bad treatment will 
be taken by him as dene to himself, and sooner 
or later he will visit for. it, You will do well 
therefore always to keep the awful thought before 
vou, and let it not slip out of your mind. Always 
consider yourselves as open to his observation 
who; is in every place; who searches out, and is 
privy to the whole conduct of his.churches, both 
secret and open ; nothing can escape his eye. 
12. In order to evince your love to your worthy 
pastor, remember that perhaps it is but a short 
time that you are to enjoy him among you. The 
best and most useful among men are subject to 


the stroke of death. ‘* Your fathers, where are 
| K 2 | 


, 

‘ 
ry 

« 

} 


| 

| | 


112 MINISTERS MUST SOON DIE. 


they? and the prophets, do they live for ever >’’ 


Zech. i, 5. Whatever glorious things have been 
recorded of men in this life, this has always been 
the finishing stroke, and mournful conclusion, 
‘“« And he died.” And most certain it is, sooner 
or later, this will be the case with him who is | 
now set over you to blow the silver trampet of» 
salvation. This is your joyful marriage day; 
you are lovingly united together, to live toge- 
ther, and hold communion one with another for 
a short time. And if no other providence sepa-' 
rate you one from another, death will, ‘and that: 
shortly; perhaps much sooner than according to 
the common course of nature you had any reason 
toexpect. There are many instances of God’s 
calling home his servants, some in the morning 
and others at the mid-day of their usefulness. 
Their candle has withdrawn its shining in the 
midst of its glory, and |their sun has gone down 
at noon. You cannot assure yourselves that this 
will not be the case with him who is now set as” 
a candle to give you light. The time will come; 
and it may come soon, which will put an end to 
all his labeurs here below. You will then be no 
longer delighted with the glorious sound of the 
gospel from his lips.—You will then have no 


‘more the benefit of his watchful care over! you. 
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His pious instructions, faithful reproofs, com- — 
forting addresses, gentle cautions, and heart- 
melting sympathy will be your privilege no more. 
Nor will you have his exemplary conduct any lon- 
ger as your example. O! that you would think of 
these things, and let them serve to stir you up daily 
to’ renew your love to him; and to give such a 
testimony of it, cannot be disproved or denied ; 
that so when death shall make a final separation 
between him and you, you may have no bitter 
reflections nor heart-cutting remarks to make 
concerning your conduct towards him ; but may 
enjoy the pleasure of a good conscience, in having 
acted the part of an affectionate and dutiful peo- 
ple, to a laborious and faithful pastor. 


A few remarks shall close this discourse. 


1. It is easy to learn from hence, the value and 
esteem that Christ puts upon the ministerial 
character. Faithful ministers are near his heart, 
and precious in his eyes. As they are entrusted 
with the unsearchable riches of Christ, so a 
faithful improvement thereof very much recom- 
mends them to his regard. As they are 
servants to him, and the treasures of his ransomed 

K 3 


6 
i 


114 CONCLUDING REMARKS. 
jewels under him, who! are:the: joy of his soul,’ 


the apple of his eye; flesh’ of 
of ‘his’ bones “As the ‘care “of | their ‘souls, andi the 

building them up in their most holy-faith is com- 
mitted to them;  doubtléss they: be very. 


precious to him. Therefore) every affront'giver; 
them, every slight put-uponithem and the mes-) 
sage’ they bring—Every hardship ithey) endure, 
whether in body, ‘soul, or cirbunistances. from, 
those under their care, must be by so much the 
greater affront(to'him ‘in whose name and, by 
whose authority ond an, whose: work 
2. 1f due is snide) many. 
of the Lord's people'have room to conclude that 
their love to their pastors is not sufficiently de- 
monstrated. an impartial. enquiry is made by 
every one into his own heart and conduct re- 
specting this thing, perhaps some will baye oc 
¢asion to reflect upon themselves as Joseph’ 
brethren did, and SAY, . We. are verily guilty 
concerning our brother.” Is. not. the want. of 
this one principle, ground of the uneasiness that 
subsists between pastor and people in many places? 
How mournful, that love in this, as well as i}, 
many other cases grows cold! The unhappy 
spirit of the Galatians herein is to be lamented in 
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many churches.” ‘When Paul first came among 
theny ‘there none like:him ; such was their 
yove to’him, that they would‘ have plucked out 
their eyes, .had: it been possible, to have given 
thém. to And yet this very mamhad too 
much>peason to'conclude:afterwards, ‘that he was 
more ‘of. Christ’s ‘servants than Paul have had to 
take up since his day. Butithey may-take.:conis 
fort from this, that suffers: no 
abatement; is not incident to coolness and indif- 
rests: im hislove,: and. will one day 
vindicate the cause of such. Let»them rest 
will that days): 
oi TYPO" SPECIMENS.» 


ould Mod handling Moral Subjects. 


LOth, 1760,. Psalm xxxivi.13, 
TAY LAPS /FROM Guile:is a 
greater degree of deceit than hypocrisy—hbypoeri- 
sy in: perfectiong Gen. iii, 13 2. Cor. xi. 25.3. 
Much of this guile appears in Gehazi’s. conduct, 
-when he followed Naaman to procure the changes 
of raiment, andthe bags..of silver, Kings, v. 


a 


moi ON. GUILES 


passim: How isi this'spisit of guide now.seen? - 
When'the dealerin' any article keeps,un- 


weighits and mensures., Heathens by the 


lightvof nature know this to'be asin. . Revela-~ 
tion severely condemns: it,) Dev. xix. 35,36. 
When wilfal and designed it is guile indeed! 
2, No» less does this guile appear when the 
Seller endeavours to cover the faults and blemishes 
of whathe has tosell, 

8. This vile spirit ‘manifests itself sibel he 
recommends his goods further tham he knows they 
will bear, and thus imiposes on the 
of the buyer.. >| 

4. This spirit discovers itself in saying shaihe 
has sold the like goods for more than he sd 
has done. 

5. Guile often appears‘in the seller, in telling 
the purchaser that he should have the goods of- 
fered him for no such money, were it not-for the 
respect he has for him. This is often only a 
snare to take in the buyer. | 

6. It is great guile when a man asks more for 
his goods than he means to take, or what the ar- 
ticle is worth ; in order to appear very generous 
in his abatements, | 

7. This evil spirit appears in ‘selling small 
matters for prime cost, and treating customers 
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freely," in‘ order ‘ta take in more 

8. This is also | in 
a pareel. of goods ‘bought togéther; and ‘selling 
the inferior at’the price'of ‘the good; saying they 
cost so much, and then resetting 

This spirit mixing’ pie 
and <‘bad ‘artieles® dnd’ selling all as’ if 

10. Often is this spirfe seen ‘iy Selling goods 
-_updnrast, merely to lay on ‘aniunreasonable price. 
‘Beident farther, in appearing itdifferént, 
or even unwilling to sell an article, only to take’ 
the purchaser*iiore eager tovbuy. 
This hatefal spirit appears'in taking wn ad-' 
vantage of ‘a neighbour's necessity to increase the 
prices! Pleads 'also the’ Scarcity of the 
arid ‘its: advanced price: p at 


This piri io guile also m the 
When he offers for an than he 
knows it is really worth. 
» 2. This spirit ef guile appeats when he attfully 
suggeststhat he bought the same article forsomuch 
less elsewhere, merely to deceive the seller,: and 
when it is not so. 
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It,is.,farther manifest when he, speaks evil, 
of what he would purchase to ” 

te Guile discovers itself rhe appears: 
indifferent about purchasing, only to beat down 


the price of amarticle, 
5. When, also, he takes an adventege of the. 
seller’s.igporance and necessity. 


G.. This, detestable. spirit appears when he. buys. 
‘upon promise of paying by such a day, and knows, 
then that. he.cannot do so... 

7. This, spirit.appears in paying: honestly. for 
trifles, only ‘to obtain farther credit and then leave 

8. This spirit. io: this, that 
they have got into a person’s. debt, they neither 
pay their debts nor owa the shop any more. 

Cor. xiv. 20. Howsgsir in MALic& Be YE: 
CHILDREN. Malice isa fixed grudge, and set-. 
tled hatred of heart any one. 

1. Inan pain uneasiness when any 
thing good appears in our malice. 
Gen. xxxvii. 5 

of the haart: we see 


any good done by of ‘our malice. 
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ON MALICE, 119 


3. Malice disedvers itself in endeavouring to 
extenuate oF the good pas done. 
4. Another thing wherein it, discovers itself is, 
when we feel an inward displeasure when we 
hear any thing good spoken of the object of our 
mali¢e-—and when apy honour is conferred upon 
them. . John vii. 46, 47. Esther vi. 6, 10. 

5. Ina continual watching for the fall of the 
object of malice. ‘Dan. vi. 4.» Matt, xxii. 15. 

6. It appears also in. stirring up others against 
the object of malice. Aicts xiii, 50, | 

7. Malice is evident in an attempt to magnify 
evil reports against suck a person. 


Tia epirit of malice is very eoit 


1. It is directly opposite to the command of 
God.. Matt. xxii. 39. | 
2, Keeps the mind in perpetual uneasiness. 

8. Unfits for the discharge of every duty to- 
wards the object of it. 

4. Aud of every ‘duty he owes to himself. 


_ The leading character of the 
Titus ii. | 
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